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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service — 11am
Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple
Call to Worship Psalm 92:1-5
Opening Prayer Jonathan Kim

Opening Hymn *
Responsive Reading

RHC 49 — “How Great Thou Art!” (stanzas 1, 3 & 4)
Psalm 92

Psalm 92 verses 1-6

%
Second Hymn (to the tune of Arlington, RHC 83)

Scriptural Text Isaiah 43:18-19

Pastoral Prayer Eld George Chew

Sermon Message A Fresh Start

Closing Hymn * RHC 318 — “Blessed Assurance”
Benediction/3-Fold Amen * Eld George Chew

Postlude

* Congregation Stands

The Lord Bless You

THE LORD BLESS YOU

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE
0 S S HO The Lord bless you and keep you;

The Lord is in His holy temple,
The Lord is in His holy temple:
Let all the earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep silence before Him -
Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen.

The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and give you peace;
The Lord make His face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 97

Q: What is required to the worthy receiving of the Lord’s Supper?

A: It is required of them that would worthily partake of the Lord’s Supper, that they examine
themselves of their knowledge to discern the Lord’s body, of their faith to feed upon him, of their
repentance, love, and new obedience; lest, coming unworthily, they eat and drink judgement to
themselves.

Comments:

We are here taught the proper qualifications for receiving the Lord’s Supper. They are: 1. Knowledge
sufficient to understand what is represented by it; 2. Faith sufficient to believe that as the bread which
we eat sustains our bodies, so the Bread of Life which it represents will sustain our souls; 3. Repentance
from all known sin; 4. Love to God and man; 5. A resolution henceforth to act up to every known duty.

Scriptural Reference:
1 Corinthians 11:28, 29, 2 Corinthians 13:5, 1 Corinthians 5:8




JEHOVAH NISSI— THE LORD IS MY BANNER

We have considered the name of God Jehovah Jireh and Jehovah Rapha in the last
two weeks. The following compound name of God in scripture introduced for us is
Jehovah Nissi. In Exodus 17, Moses called God Jehovah Nissi (v15). The Hebrew
word nissi means "something lifted up, a flag or signal high up." Banners are visible
and are raised up high to celebrate and honor a joyous event or victory. For example,
an army would fly their pride flag or banner on a pole very high in battle. The whole
defense force rallies behind this banner, usually with their battalion logo and motto
describing what they stand for. Christians have one banner too, the only banner we lift
high, Jehovah Nissi'. The Lord is our Banner. Jesus is what gives us victory and to Him
belong all glory. When we lift up the Banner of the Lord, we declare the Lord as our
authority and His lordship; It is the Lord who helps us to overcome every decision. He
only gives us the victory. God is every Christian's Banner.

The name Jehovah Nissi is used one time in the Bible in Exodus 17:15. In Exodus 17:8-
16, as lIsrael journeyed through the wilderness, the Amalekites, a wandering tribe,
confronted Israel in battle. “Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim”
(Exodus 17:8). Moses's response was to choose Joshua, leader of the Israelites army,
to fight the Amalekites. Note this is the first reference of Joshua in the Bible. Moses
sent Joshua to choose men to fight in the valley while he sought God's help on a high
hill together with the assistance of Aaron and Hur. Moses was not idle. He also has to
go the mountain and hold the rod of God high. This was Moses' way of showing his
trust and dependence upon God even during the fierce battle in the valley.

Moses called out on God and lifted up both his hands and the rod, declaring God's
power and authority. As long as Moses' hands were lifted up, Israel was winning. As
Moses' arms grew weary, he lowered them, and the Amalekites would be winning.
When Aaron and Hur saw Moses physically struggling to hold up the rod, they held up
Moses' arms as he sat on a rock. Together they kept the rod in the air until the end of
the day. Joshua and his army won the battle. This was no ordinary battle, and the
victory was unique. Moses built an altar to worship God and called it Jehovah Nissi. It
means "the Lord is my banner” (Exodus 17:15). He was creating a place of
remembrance, a celebration of victory, an expression of thanks. May our lives be full of
similar acknowledgment that God is our Banner- Jehovah Nissi.

Moses lifting up His hand with the rod of God is a beautiful picture of prayer. Let me
share three lessons on prayer and Moses naming God Jehovah Nissi.

The first principle for us to remember is not to underestimate the power hidden beneath
the simplicity of prayer. Although action and effort are needed to solve all problems, it
is even more important to remember the importance of prayer. Moses told Joshua to
fight, but he also supported Joshua in prayers. Do you pray regularly? Exodus 17:10-
11 reads, “So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and
Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. And it came to pass, when Moses
held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek
prevailed”. The reason for Israel prevailing the Amalekites is not Joshua's efforts but
simply because Moses has lifted up his hand. This is a portrayal of prayer. The raising



of hand is a very simple act, but the result of it was very great: The victory of Israelites
simply lies on the factor of whether Moses will raise his hand or not. As one author, S
D Gordon puts it “the great people of the earth today are the people who pray. | do not
mean those who talk about prayer, nor those who say they believe in prayer, nor yet
those who can explain about prayer; but | mean these people who take time and pray.
We should never underestimate the power hidden beneath the simple act of prayer to
God.

The second principle we learn from Moses is to be persistent in prayer. When Moses'
hands were held up, Israel prevailed.. When Moses' hands were allowed to fall down,
Amalek prevailed. After a while, Moses hands became too weary, and Aaron and Hur
stepped up and held Moses' hands up until the battle was finished. Jesus said to his
disciples, “that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;” (Luke 18:1). Are you feeling
faint physically, spiritually, emotionally, and mentally. Pray persistently and you will not
faint. Thessalonians says, “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess: 5:17). Christians need to
have a persistent attitude when it comes to prayer. The prayer items that we pray in the
prayer meeting are not to be prayed only in the church, but the members in their daily
prayers should pray it. Christians must have a persistent attitude regarding prayer. It
may be exhaustive and not pleasant, but we have to press on like Moses on the
mountain.

The third principle from this example is the importance of prayer partners and sharing
our burden with others for prayer. In this story, Moses cannot hold his hands up, and if
they fall, the Amalekites will certainly win the battle. However, Aaron and Hur step forth
and hold the hands of Moses up until the battle is won. Aaron and Hur's task that day
doesn't sound like a lot to us. Moses would not have had the strength to do his job, and
Joshua would never have led Israel to victory in the battle. Aaron and Hur are the
heroes of this conflict. Had they not been there, the battle would have been lost, and
Israel would have been defeated! The job they performed was absolutely necessary.
Do we have friends to pray with? Do we come alongside others in prayer? If not, why
not start now? We need to share our prayer items with others. Where two or three
gather there | am with them is the promise of God. Not everyone can preach great
messages. Not everyone can sing solos or play these instruments. But all can pray and
support one another in prayer. We are called to live as a community of faith.

The Banner is God. Jehovah Nissi is His name. For Christians, the banner is when we
stand under is the Lord God Almighty and His only begotten Son Jesus Christ who died
on the Cross. Like when Christ was lifted on the Cross, He became our banner forever.
Today we stand victorious even when we feel flattened due to various struggles, for we
know if God is for us, who can be against us?. And in all these things, we are more
than conquerors through Christ who loved us. Jesus told his disciples in John 16:33,
“In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; | have overcome the world”.
God has promised to be our Banner- Jehovah Nissi.

Rev Mathews Abraham, Singapore



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON

Our Lord’s Day activities begins with the Worship Services at 11.00 am. Do invite your friends to come to
Church.

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dear Worshippers, we extend a warm welcome to you this Lord’s Day. We hope that you have
a blessed time of worship with us today.

For those unable to attend Church in person, we are streaming our worship services online. To
join our online services or for more information, please call the church manse, or email us at
admin 'at' newlifebpc.org.uk.

Tithes & Offerings — There is an offering box at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary for you
to place your offerings in.

Children’s Sunday School — held after Morning Service at 1:30pm.

After-Service Fellowship — Join us for lunch fellowship after the morning worship service.
Please bring your own lunch as only drinks will be provided.

Chinese New Year lunch — Sunday 18" February. Lunch will be pot-luck, so please speak to
John or Daniel if you wish to bring a dish.

MEMORY VERSE
This Week
Last Week “Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my
“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do servant whom I have chosen: that ye may
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving know and believe me, and understand that 1
thanks to God and the Father by him.” am he: before me there was no God formed,
Colossians 3:17 neither shall there be after me.”
Isaiah 43:10

Pre-cautions for Worship Services held at the church premises:

Dear all,

While the legal Covid restrictions having been lifted, we will continue to observe the
following precautions:

e We continue to urge those who feel unwell (especially with Covid symptoms) to
stay home and join us at our online services.

e Please place your offerings in the offering box when entering or exiting the church.

¢ During worship services, please continue to sit with your own households.

e While not required, the use of face covering is voluntary. Please bring your own
face covering.

To join our online services or for more information, please visit the church website
(www.newlifebpc.org.uk) or call the church manse (020 73280869).

With the Lord’s blessing,

John Poh & Jonathan Kim
Task Force Members



