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Vol. 26 No. 25 LORD’S DAY 19 JUNE 2022 

 ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 Morning Service – 11am Afternoon Service – 3pm 

Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple 

Call to Worship Psalm 104:1 & 33-35 Psalm 105:1-4 

Opening Prayer Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong 

Opening Hymn * 
RHC 87 – “I Know Whom I Have 

Believed” 

RHC 42 – “Praise The Lord! Ye 

Heavens, Adore Him” 

Responsive Reading Psalm 9 --- 

Second Hymn * 
Psalm 9 verses 1-4, 16-20 
(to the tune of Arlington, RHC 433) 

--- 

Scriptural Text James 2:17 Proverbs 30:2 

Pastoral Prayer Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong 

Sermon Message A Case For Fruitless Faith A Sermon For The Humble 

Closing Hymn * 
RHC 359 – “My Faith Looks Up To 

Thee” 

Insert – “Jesus! Exalted Far On 

High” 

Benediction/3-Fold 

Amen * 
Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong 

Postlude The Lord Bless You --- 

* Congregation Stands 

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE 
The Lord is in His holy temple, 
The Lord is in His holy temple: 
Let all the earth keep silence, 

Let all the earth keep silence before Him - 
Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen. 

THE LORD BLESS YOU 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you, 
and give you peace, and give you peace; 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you, 
And be gracious unto you, be gracious, 

The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen. 

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 13 

Q: Did our first parents continue in the estate wherein they were created? 

A: Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their own will, fell from the estate wherein they were 

created, by sinning against God. 

Comments: 

Adam and Eve did not keep God’s command. They sought to please themselves instead of seeking to 

please God, and so they fell from a state of innocence into a state of sin. 

Scriptural Reference: 

Deuteronomy 30:19, Genesis 3:6 
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HOW NOT TO IGNORE THE FAILINGS 
OF OTHERS 

Introduction 

Many things in life are burdensome, and we appreciate the help that others can give us 
to share the load. In the list of things that weigh us down, we can also include our failings 
in a spiritual sense, or any of the human frailties that make life difficult for others. It is 
easy to criticise others but what can we do to positively help our brothers and sisters? 
In this updated extract, James Fergusson shows how (and how not) to overlook the 
failings of others. 

Paul says in Galatians 6:2, “Bear ye one another ’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ.” Here he is exhorting all his hearers not only to endeavour to reclaim those who 
are overtaken in a fault, but also to tolerate and bear patiently with the sins and 
infirmities of others, until these are amended, and the sinner reclaimed. 

These sins and infirmities are called a  “burden.” Partly, because sins such as these may 
be a burden and weight to the sinner himself, either because of his grief and sorrow for 
them, if he is a penitent (Acts 2:37), or because of the vexation and trouble which some 
sins, such as wrath, malice, envy, etc., bring to the natural spirits even of the impenitent 
sinner (Job 5:2; Prov. 14:30). And partly, because sins like these, even if not felt 
burdensome by the sinner himself, are nevertheless heavy burdens to those who 
interact with him (think of curiosity, back-biting, self-seeking, and such like, Prov. 16:28). 

BEARING THEIR BURDENS FULFILS THE LAW OF CHRIST 

The apostle enforces his exhortation with the reason that in this way they  “fulfilled the 
law,” the commandment of mutual love, which he calls “the law of Christ.” 

It is not as if love to our neighbour had not been enjoined before Christ came in the 
flesh, for it is a prime piece of the law of nature, imprinted on the heart of man at creation, 
and renewed again by God Himself on Mount Sinai (1 John 2:7). 

But he calls it “the law of Christ” because, first, Christ renewed this commandment, not 
only by freeing it from the false interpretations of the scribes and Pharisees (Matt. 5:23, 
etc.), but also by pressing it in its spiritual beauty and spiritual nature, now that the 
external cover of Mosaic ceremonies which veiled it (1 Cor. 9:9-10) have been laid aside 
and abolished (Eph. 2:15). This is the main sense in which it is referred to here as 
Christ ’s law, i.e., in opposition to the false apostles, who pressed so much the Mosaical 
law of ceremonies. 

The second reason why he calls it “the law of Christ” is because this law, so renewed, 
is what Christ in a special manner laid as an obligation on His followers, as a mark of 
true faith in Him (John 13:35). 
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And the third reason is because Christ fulfilled this law in His own person, and in so 
doing left an example of it to us (1 John 3:16). 

BURDEN-BEARING IN PRACTICE 

Nobody is free from sinful infirmities, which are burdensome sometimes to themselves, 
and frequently to others. Therefore we ought not to break the relationships we are in 
because of such infirmities, but rather persist with these relationships, patiently bearing 
whatever infirmities we cannot otherwise help. 

Bearing with the infirmities of others is fully consistent with the use of the means which 
God has prescribed for restraining sin and reclaiming the sinner. These include the 
means available to the civil authorities, who are responsible for punishing those who do 
evil (Rom. 13:1-4), but also the means available to ministers and individual Christians, 
such as admonition, reproof, and so on. The duty of bearing one another ’s burdens 
must be in harmony with, and cannot be contrary to the duty in verse 1 of restoring the 
sinner who has been overtaken in a fault. It is the opposite of giving him countenance, 
or partaking with him, in his sins. 

When the apostle exhorts us to have a “spirit of meekness” and gentleness in verse 1, 
this is effectively what he calls  “bearing their burden” here in verse 2. The manner we 
should have in doing so is a compassionate frame of spirit, made evident by our meek 
and patient way off interacting with those who are overtaken in a fault (without neglecting 
any duty we owe them). This gives the guilty sinner no small ease under his weighty 
burden, and has the tendency both to preserve him from fainting under heartless 
discouragement (if his conscience is touched with the sense of his guilt) and also to 
further the work of his conviction and amendment (if he is yet going on complacently in 
his sin). 

The best evidence of love to our neighbour is what is displayed in our serious 
endeavours for bringing about their spiritual good – taking the most effective grace-filled 
and affectionate way to reclaim them from sin, together with supporting them and 
sympathising with them under their spiritual burdens. This is what the apostle calls 
fulfilling the law of Christ, or of mutual love, as if the one thing that law calls for is love. 

In the sense and to the extent that the child of God evidences his love to his fallen 
brother by his serious endeavours to restore him to the enjoyment of God ’s favour, and 
to a holy and blameless lifestyle, and by bearing with him under his infirmities in order 
to recover him, in that same sense and to that same extent he attains to fulfilling the 
law. Of course we are not able to do this perfectly, in the sense of coming short in 
nothing for matter or manner (Lam. 3:2). But we can do it sincerely, and without 
dissimulation (Rom. 12:9), in our honest aim and endeavour. This is what it means to 
fulfil the law of Christ. 

OUR OWN BURDENS ARE A REASON TO SHARE THE BURDENS OF OTHER 

Paul goes on in Galatians 6:5 to enforce on every individual the duty of examining their 
own work, rather than to be narrowly prying into the infirmities of others. “Every man 
must bear his own burden,” or give an account of his own actions to God (Rom. 14:12). 
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The Lord will pass sentence, either absolving or condemning, not as to whether you 
have been better or worse than others, but as you are in yourself (see 1 Cor. 3:8). 

This does not militate against the tenor of the gospel, affirming that God will deal with 
believers as they are clothed, not with their own righteousness, but with the unspotted 
righteousness of Christ (Phil. 3:9), for it is evident from the point of the Galatians 
passage that the apostle excludes only the infirmities of our fellow sinners from being 
the rule according to which God will pass sentence, and not the righteousness of Christ 
grasped by faith.  “Bearing one another’s burdens” in verse 2 means a bearing by way 
of sympathy, Christian forbearance, and diligent use of means for reclaiming the person 
fallen; but “bearing our own burden,” in verse 5, means a bearing by giving an account 
to God for our own actions (otherwise it would not be a cogent argument to enforce the 
exhortation of verse 4, “Let every man prove his own work”). 

However light people’s sins seem to themselves when they are committed, yet they will 
be found not light, but heavy, when they come to reckon with God about them. 

God is so righteous that He will call no one to account for the sins of others, but only for 
their own. Yet remember that we can make the sins of others our own, by not doing our 
duty to impede these sins (Eze. 3:18), or by following them and walking in them (Ex. 
20:5 with Eze. 18:14, 17), or by not mourning to God for them (1 Cor. 5:2). 

Conclusion 

We would be wise to frequently to call to mind the account which we must give to God, 
and to busy ourselves most in and about the things which He will expect an account 
from us about. We should be employed most in examining our own work, and not in 
prying into the details of other people ’s behaviour and infirmities. 

 

Adapted and edited from James Fergusson (1621-1667), ministered in Kilwinning. 
Article taken from  Reformation Scotland dated  June 3, 2022 
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON 

Our Lord’s Day activities begins with the Pre-Worship Prayer Meeting at 10:15 am followed by the Worship 

Services at 11.00 am and 3.00 pm. Do invite your friends to come to Church. 

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dear Worshippers, we extend a warm welcome to you this Lord’s Day. We hope that you have a 

blessed time of worship with us today.  

For those unable to attend Church in person, we are streaming our worship services online. To join our 

online services or for more information, please call the church manse, or email us at admin 'at' 

newlifebpc.org.uk. 

Tithes & Offerings – There will be an offering box at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary for you to 

place your offerings in. 

After-Service Fellowship – Join us for lunch fellowship after the morning worship service. Please 

bring your own lunch as only drinks will be provided. 

The Church would like to wish all fathers a "Blessed Fathers' Day". 

Worship Service Collections: Last Sunday - £642.00 
Church Maintenance Fund 

Total: £8,800.50 

MEMORY VERSE 

Last Week 

“If any of you lack wisdom, 

let him ask of God, that giveth 

to all men liberally, and 

upbraideth not; and it shall be 

given him.” 

James 1:5 

This Week 

“Boast not thyself of to 

morrow; for thou knowest not 

what a day may bring forth.” 

Proverbs 27:1 

Next Week 

“For as the body without the 

spirit is dead, so faith without 

works is dead also.” 

James 2:26 

 

 

Pre-cautions for Worship Services held at the church premises: 

With the lifting of the legal Covid restrictions on 24th Feb 2022, we will continue observing the 
following precautions:  

• No offering collection during the worship service. Offerings can be made at the offering box 
when entering or exiting the church. 

• Temperature measurements will still be taken for every worshipper and visitor for the time 
being. We continue to urge those who feel unwell (especially with Covid symptoms) not to 
come to the church services but join us at our online services. 

• During worship services, please continue to sit with your own households. 

• As per the current government advise, we suggest you use a face covering when attending 
the services. Please bring your own face covering. 

To join our online services or for more information, please visit the church website 
(www.newlifebpc.org.uk) or call the church manse (020 73280869). 

With the Lord’s blessing, 

John Poh & Jonathan Kim, 
Task Force Members


