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 ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 Morning Service – 11am Afternoon Service – 3pm 

Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple 

Call to Worship Psalm 116:12, 17-19 Psalm 117 

Opening Prayer Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong 

Opening Hymn * 
RHC 36 – “High in the Heavens, 

Eternal God” 

RHC 38 – “As Pants the Hart for 

Cooling Streams” 

Responsive Reading Psalm 12 --- 

Second Hymn * 
Psalm 12 
(to the tune of RHC 555 Dundee) 

--- 

Scriptural Text James 4:8 Song of Solomon 2:1 

Pastoral Prayer Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong 

Sermon Message The Only Cure for Wandering Sinner The Highest of the Highest 

Closing Hymn * 
RHC 560 – “Beneath the Cross of 

Jesus” 

Insert – “Immortal Honours Rest on 

Jesus’ Head” 

Benediction/3-Fold 

Amen * 
Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong 

Postlude The Lord Bless You --- 

* Congregation Stands 

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE 
The Lord is in His holy temple, 
The Lord is in His holy temple: 
Let all the earth keep silence, 

Let all the earth keep silence before Him - 
Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen. 

THE LORD BLESS YOU 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you, 
and give you peace, and give you peace; 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you, 
And be gracious unto you, be gracious, 

The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen. 

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 16 

Q: Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first transgression? 

A: The covenant being made with Adam, not only for himself, but for his posterity; all mankind – 

descending from him by ordinary generation – sinned in him, and fell with him, in his first transgression. 

Comments: 

The agreement which God made with Adam did not affect himself alone, but all his descendants. When 

Adam sinned, therefore, the whole of the human race, except Christ, incurred along with him his 

punishment – the punishment of death. They ‘sinned in him and fell in him’. This result is in strict 

keeping with the plan on which all the world’s affairs are conducted, for we still see children suffering 

on account of the misdeeds of their parents. 

Scriptural Reference: 

Romans 5:18-19, 1 Corinthians 15:22 



WHAT IS SO SPIRITUAL ABOUT 
CHURCH GOVERNMENT? 

Introduction 

There is no shortage of books and conferences and blogs and even movements on the 
church. But how often do we hear talk of church polity? If anything, many avoid the topic. 
After all, church government is said to divide Christians, not unite them. Why pay any 
heed to it at all? Is it that important for the average Christian and for Christian 
discipleship? If so, how? Does the Bible speak decisively in this area? And if we think it 
does, how firmly should we hold our convictions when other Christians disagree? But if 
the gospel is about being governed by Jesus, maybe church government matters more 
than we like to tell ourselves. Far from being a luxury, or a fundamental threat, or even 
a boring technicality, the running of the local church in my life is the very place where I 
get to experience the good news of Christ Jesus ’s shepherding care over me. In this 
updated extract, some of the members of the Westminster Assembly show how every 
aspect of church government is spiritual – and therefore deserves our thankful respect. 

The power or authority of church government is a spiritual power. It is not so perfectly 
and completely spiritual as Christ ’s supreme government, for He alone has absolute 
and immediate power and authority over our very spirits and consciences, ruling us by 
the invisible influence of His Spirit and grace as He pleases (John 3:8; Rom. 8:14; Gal. 
2:20). But church government is purely, properly, and merely spiritual enough that it 
really, essentially and specifically differs from civil government, and is 
contradistinguished from the civil, secular, and political power in the hand of the civil 
magistrate. The power of church government is properly, purely, merely spiritual, in its 
rule, fountain, matter, form, subject, object, end, and all. 

1. The rule-book of church government is spiritual 

What reveals and regulates church government is not any principles of state-policy, 
parliamentary rolls, nor any human statutes, laws, ordinances, edicts, decrees, 
traditions, or precepts whatsoever. By human policies, cities, provinces, kingdoms, 
empires may be happily governed, but not Christ ’s church. It is in the Holy Scriptures — 
that perfect divine canon—that the Lord Christ has revealed sufficiently how His own 
house, His church, shall be ruled (1 Tim. 3:14–15) and how all His ordinances (Word, 
sacraments, censures, etc.), shall be dispensed (2 Tim. 3:16–17). This Scripture is 
“divinely breathed,” or  “inspired” by God — holy men writing not according to the fallible 
will of man, but the infallible acting of the Holy Ghost (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20– 21). 

2. The fountain of church government is spiritual 

The fountain or derivation of this power, from whence it originally flows, is not from any 
magistrate, prince or potentate in the world, and not from any man on earth, or the will 
of man. Instead it comes only from Jesus Christ our Mediator, Himself being the sole 
first receptacle of all power from the Father (Matt. 28:18; John 5:22), and consequently, 



the very fountain of all power and authority to His church (Matt. 28:18– 20; John 20:21–
23; Matt. 16:19 and 18:18–20; 2 Cor. 10:8). 

3. The matter of church government is spiritual 

Church government is called the  “keys of the kingdom of heaven,” not the keys of the 
kingdoms of earth (Matt. 16:19). As Christ professed, His kingdom was “not of this world” 
(John 18:36). When someone requested that Christ would speak to his brother to divide 
the inheritance with him, Christ utterly disclaimed all such worldly, earthly power, saying, 
“Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?” (Luke 12:13–14). 

The kinds of these heavenly spiritual keys are doctrine and discipline. The acts of them 
are binding or loosing. So whether you consider them in their kinds or their acts, the 
keys are wholly spiritual. 

• The doctrine which is preached is not human, but divine. It is revealed in the 
Scriptures by the Spirit of God, and covering the most sublime spiritual mysteries 
of religion (2 Pet. 1; 2 Tim. 3:16–17). 

• The seals administered [i.e., by the sacraments] are not worldly seals confirming 
and testifying any earthly privileges, liberties, interests, or authority. Rather they 
are spiritual, sealing (for example) the righteousness of faith (Rom. 4:11), and the 
death and blood of Jesus Christ, with all its spiritual virtue and efficacy unto His 
members (Rom. 5:6; Gal. 3:1; 1 Cor. 10:16–17; 11:23– 24). 

• The censures dispensed are not pecuniary, corporal or capital, such as taxes, 
fines, confiscations, imprisonments, whippings, flogging, stigmatising, or taking 
away of limb or life. Church government takes nothing to do with anything like that, 
but leaves it all to those who wield the civil sword. Instead the censures are 
spiritual — they only concern the soul and conscience. For example, they include 
admonishing the unruly and disorderly (Matt. 18:18–19), excluding the incorrigible 
and obstinate from the spiritual fellowship of the saints (Matt. 18:18–19; 1 Cor. 5), 
and receiving the penitent back again into the spiritual communion of the faithful 
(2 Cor. 2). The binding and loosing, which are the chief acts of the keys, are 
interpreted spiritually by our Saviour to be the remitting and retaining of sins (Matt. 
18:18–19; John 20:21–23). 

4. The manner of church government is spiritual 

Not only the matter but also the manner and the form of church government is spiritual 
This power is to be exercised, not in a natural manner, or in the name of any earthly 
magistrate, court, parliament, prince, or potentate whatever (like all secular civil power 
is). Nor is it even done in the name of saints, ministers or the churches. Rather church 
power is exercised in a spiritual manner in the name of the Lord Jesus, from whom 
alone all His officers receive their commissions. The Word is to be preached in His name 
(Acts 17:18), the sacraments are to be dispensed in His name (Matt. 28:19; Acts 19:5), 
and censures are to be applied in His name (1 Cor. 5:4, etc.). 

5. The ones who exercise church government are spiritual 

Those who are entrusted with the power of church government are not any civil, political, 
or secular magistrate. Rather they are spiritual officers, in offices which Christ has 



Himself instituted and bestowed upon His church, such as apostles, pastors, teachers, 
elders (Eph. 4:7–11). These are the only ones to whom He has given the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven (Matt. 16:19; Matt 18:18–19; Matt 28:18–19; John 20:21– 23; 2 Cor. 
10:8). These are the ones whom He has made governments in His church (1 Cor. 
12:28). These are the ones to whom He wishes us to give obedience and subjection 
(Heb. 13:17) and double honour (1 Tim. 5:17). 

6. The objects of church government are spiritual 

The objects about which this power is to be put forth and exercised are not about things, 
actions, or civil persons, as such, but things and actions which are spiritual and 
ecclesiastical, as such. Church power will deal with injurious actions, not as they are 
considered as trespasses against any statute or political law, but to the extent that they 
are scandalous to our brothers or to the church of God. For example, the incestuous 
person was cast out of the church because he was a wicked person himself, and 
because he was likely to leaven others by his bad example (1 Cor. 5:13, 16). Thus, the 
persons whom the church may judge are not the people of the world, outside the church, 
but those who are within the church (1 Cor. 5:12). 

7. The purpose of church government is spiritual 

This power is spiritual in its target, aim, and purpose. The Scripture frequently inculcates 
this. A brother is to be admonished either privately or publicly, not so that we may 
achieve our private interests, advantages, etc., but so as to gain our brother — so that 
his soul and conscience would be won round to God and to his duty, and so that he 
would be reformed (Matt. 18:15). The incestuous person is to be delivered to Satan “for 
the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved on the day of our Lord Jesus” 
(1 Cor. 5:5). Indeed, the whole authority given to church guides from the Lord was given 
to this end — for the edification of the church, not for destruction (2 Cor. 10:8 and 13:10). 
All these, and the like, are spiritual ends. 

Conclusion 

Thus, the power of church government is wholly and entirely a spiritual power, whether 
we consider its rule, root, matter, form, subject, object, or end. So that in this regard it 
is really and specifically distinct from all civil power, and in no regard encroaches upon, 
or can be prejudicial unto the magistrate’s authority, as that is properly and only political. 

This has been extracted from a pastoral book on church government called Jus 
Divinum Regiminis Ecclesiastici: The Divine Right of Church Government which has 

recently been republished. 

Article adapted and edited from Westminster Assembly — Reformation Scotland, 
dated 9 June 2022 



 
WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON 

Our Lord’s Day activities begins with the Pre-Worship Prayer Meeting at 10:15 am followed by the Worship 

Services at 11.00 am and 3.00 pm. Do invite your friends to come to Church. 

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dear Worshippers, we extend a warm welcome to you this Lord’s Day. We hope that you have a 

blessed time of worship with us today.  

For those unable to attend Church in person, we are streaming our worship services online. To join our 

online services or for more information, please call the church manse, or email us at admin 'at' 

newlifebpc.org.uk. 

Tithes & Offerings – There will be an offering box at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary for you to 

place your offerings in. 

After-Service Fellowship – Join us for lunch fellowship after the morning worship service. Please 

bring your own lunch as only drinks will be provided. 

Sunday 24th July – Ps Timothy Poh will minister the Word at the morning worship and administer 

the Lord’s Supper 

Worship Service Collections: Last Sunday - £505 
Church Maintenance Fund 

Total: £9,000.50 

MEMORY VERSE 

Last Week 

“Every word of God is pure: 

he is a shield unto them that 

put their trust in him.” 

Proverbs 30:5 

This Week 

“But the wisdom that is from 

above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 

intreated, full of mercy and good 

fruits, without partiality, and 

without hypocrisy.” 

James 3:17 

Next Week 

““I am the rose of Sharon, 

and the lily of the valleys.” 

Song of Solomon 2:1 

 

 

Pre-cautions for Worship Services held at the church premises: 

With the lifting of the legal Covid restrictions on 24th Feb 2022, we will continue observing the 
following precautions:  

• No offering collection during the worship service. Offerings can be made at the offering box 
when entering or exiting the church. 

• Temperature measurements will still be taken for every worshipper and visitor for the time 
being. We continue to urge those who feel unwell (especially with Covid symptoms) not to 
come to the church services but join us at our online services. 

• During worship services, please continue to sit with your own households. 

• As per the current government advise, we suggest you use a face covering when attending 
the services. Please bring your own face covering. 

To join our online services or for more information, please visit the church website 
(www.newlifebpc.org.uk) or call the church manse (020 73280869). 

With the Lord’s blessing, 

John Poh & Jonathan Kim, 
Task Force Members 


