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 ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 Morning Service – 11am Afternoon Service – 3pm 

Call to Worship Psalm 105:1-3 Psalm 106:1-5 

Opening Prayer Pr Mok Chee Cheong Jonathan Kim 

Opening Hymn High in the Heavens, Eternal God --- 

Responsive Reading Psalm 100 --- 

Second Hymn 
Psalm 100 verse 1-5 

(to the tune of Old 100th) 
 

Scriptural Text Hebrews 13:20 Esther 4:12-14 

Pastoral Prayer Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong 

Sermon Message Firm Assurances for the Soul God’s Instrument 

Closing Hymn I Know Whom I Have Believed --- 

Benediction Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong 

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 51 

Q: What is forbidden in the Second Commandment? 

A: The Second Commandment forbiddeth the worshipping of God by images – or any other way 

not appointed in his Word. 

Comments: 

This command forbids us: 1. To make use of images in worship; 2. To make use of any other 

means than those God has appointed. 

Scriptural Reference: 

Deuteronomy 4:15, Matthew 15:9 

MEMORY VERSE 

Last Week 

“Let brotherly love continue.” 

Hebrews 13:1 

This Week 

“The king’s heart is in the hand 

of the LORD, as the rivers of 

water: he turneth it 

whithersoever he will.” 

Proverbs 21:1 

Next Week 

“By him therefore let us offer the 

sacrifice of praise to God 

continually, that is, the fruit of 

our lips giving thanks to his 

name.” 

Hebrews 13:15 
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WHAT IT MEANS TO BE IN THE WORLD 

BUT NOT OF IT 

The words are simple in themselves but it still seems hard for many Christians to understand 
how their daily lives should be “in the world but not of it.” They have heard the phrase so often 
and on face value it seems simple. But how does it apply in practice? Many seem genuinely 
confused by the constant dilemma between engaging with the world and fleeing from it. They 
have a calling to follow in this world in which they can glorify God and this means they cannot 
retreat from life. They need to be distinctively salt and light. Although the words are simple it is 
difficult and so some want to limit its impact. They try to reinterpret it or define only specific 
things as “of the world.” The phrase belongs to Christ and in using it He shows us we have to 
imitate Him in applying it (John 17:14). Let us find out how. 

Much could be and needs to be said about how to apply this truth but first of all we need to have 
a better grasp of its meaning. We need to have a deeper sense of the spiritual principle being 
revealed in these words before we start putting them into practice. There is an attitude here that 
we need to embrace before we can start thinking about what it means in the details of life. 
Anthony Burgess helps us understand what this phrase means in the following updated extract. 

He defines what “of the world” means. It means to partake of the life and lifestyle of the world, 
to have the spirit of the world in us as opposed to the Spirit of God and heavenly things. If we 
are of the world both the inward inclination and outward behaviour are wholly worldly. As Christ 
says, those who are of the earth are earthly (John 3:31). A soul that is controlled by worldly 
principles sets it mind only on earthly things (Philippians 3:19). To be in the world is a different 
thing to being of it. Christ and the disciples were in the world, but not of it. Burgess illustrates it 
like this, a person may be in the water for a good reason, but fish are properly of the water 
because that is their element. Having considered this we can address what it is not to be of the 
world. 

1. THOSE WHO ARE NOT OF THE WORLD BELIEVE HEAVENLY TRUTHS 

Those who are not of the world receive those heavenly truths that the world cannot grasp but 
rather scorns and derides. Peter had not received the truth about Christ from flesh and blood 
but from heaven (Matthew 16:16-17). There is a worldly religion and worldly doctrines which are 
suited to the principles and interests of the world and these are readily embraced. The world 
loves such preachers and doctrines, those who are of the world hear them (1 John 4:6). The 
Spirit of the world and the Spirit of God are completely opposed, it is only by the Holy Spirit we 
come to know the things that God has given us (1 Corinthians 2:12). When God enlightens our 
minds by faith to assuredly believe those truths God has revealed in His Word we are clearly 
not of the world. We are so persuaded that neither corrupt reason nor the opinions of the 
greatest number or the greatest influence will make us go against it. It is because people are 
so worldly in their understanding that their lives are also so worldly. When this is the case they 
receive their religion not as it is revealed by God, but so far as they can use it for their corrupt 
objectives. 

2. THOSE WHO ARE NOT OF THE WORLD HAVE BEEN BORN AGAIN 

We must have another nature (qualitatively) than that with which we come into the world (1 
Peter 1:4). A person must be born again, or from above, and made a new creature, old things 
have passed away (John 3:3; 2 Corinthians 5:17). This is to be above the world, not of the world, 
and indeed seeing the soul is not naturally of the world but created by God, why willingly debase 
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it to serve every worldly object? Why love the world, delight in it and be ensnared by it? Pray 
for this new nature and regeneration, otherwise you are as earthly as a worm because your 
love, heart and thoughts, and you all is nothing but earth. 

3. THOSE WHO ARE NOT OF THE WORLD HAVE THEIR HEARTS IN HEAVEN 

You are to live as one whose heart is with Christ already in heaven. It is not enough to be born 
again, the progress of our lives must be spent on heavenly motives and considerations. The 
birds of the air light on the ground to eat their food, but immediately fly up again. Thus, it is with 
the godly, although they take the lawful comforts of this world, yet their hearts are presently off 
ascending to God (Philippians 3:20). Because we are risen with Christ, we set our affections on 
things above (Colossians 3:1–2). Christ was not of the world and He showed that by the way 
He lived, it was His food and drink to do His Father’s will. He was always either praying to God 
or preaching to the people. Although you are in your family, in your employment and calling, yet 
do not be of the world. The best part of yourself is from God. Say, what are all these things 
compared to the favour of God? 

4. THOSE WHO ARE NOT OF THE WORLD HAVE OTHER JOYS 

They have other comforts than the world knows about and other joys. Therefore, it has not even 
entered into the heart of man to conceive of this (1 Corinthians 2:9). It is called “joy unspeakable” 
(1 Peter 1:8). David acknowledged that God had put more joy in his heart than worldly men 
could have in all their abundance (Psalm 4:7). What is carnal joy and delight compared to that 
admirable and unspeakable joy which the godly find in God? This is a joy that will continue in 
trials and death itself, when in such a drought the wicked man’s stream is completely dried up. 

5. THOSE WHO ARE NOT OF THE WORLD HAVE A DIFFERENT LIFESTYLE 

They are not conformed to this world (Romans 12:2). They go in opposite directions. Their 
words and language are different, their actions are contrary. What the righteous love, the wicked 
abominate, and what the wicked loves the godly abhors. The godly move quickly towards 
heaven, while the wicked make as much haste to hell. 

6. THOSE WHO ARE NOT OF THE WORLD HAVE THEIR TREASURE IN HEAVEN 

Remember you are not of the world, therefore beware of worldly affections and worldly hearts, 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. If it is in God and heaven your heart will be 
there, if in earth and earthly things there it will be. If you are not of the world, the troubles of the 
world cannot hurt you, the losses of the world will not grieve you, the vexations of the world will 
not disquiet you. But because part of us (remaining sin) is still of the world, we are not completely 
and perfectly free from disquiet and so we remain in the midst of combat and conflict so that 
heaven may be the sweeter. 

7. THOSE WHO ARE NOT OF THE WORLD ARE CHRISTLIKE 

They are not of the world as He is not. He who is the God of all the earth, and has all things at 
His command, came to be in the world to be hated, scorned, and at last crucified. Christ adds 
“as I am not of the world.” He does this to forewarn us that we will experience from the world 
the same hatred, misery, and trouble He grappled with. It also brings much comfort that it 
however bad it is with us, it was worse with Christ. 
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We must imitate Christ and resemble Him in our lives. We must endeavour to live as He lived. 
It is impossible for us to do what He did as God, yet in those things which He did as being under 
the law, we are to be conformed to His example. We are to be humble, meek, and patient as 
He was. We are to do God’s will and to seek God’s glory as He did (Philippians 2:5). Paul urges 
them to be followers of him as he was of Christ (Philippians 3:17). Stop yourself when you are 
impatient, discontented and grumbling at what you suffer and say, “did Christ do this?” 

It was necessary for Christ to suffer and then enter into glory. It is necessary for every godly 
person to enter into the kingdom of heaven through many tribulations. As Christ had a crown of 
thorns before a crown of glory, as He had to drink of the brook, and then lift up His head, so it 
must be with all His disciples. This should bring us comfort even though it is grievous to flesh 
and blood. 

We may be loved of God, even though we are greatly afflicted in this world. Christ (though 
dearly beloved of His Father) was still delivered up to the cruel mocking and rage of men. We 
read of only one Son of God who was without sin, but we do not read of any who are without 
chastisement, even Christ Himself drank deep of that cup. Christ was a man of sorrows, and 
yet God from heaven said, “This is my well beloved Son in whom I am well-pleased.” 

No trial will separate God and us, for Christ has undergone these conflicts as our head. He has 
taken the sting out of all of them. They are not judgments to destroy, He was afflicted and 
troubled to sanctify these things to us. If no troubles or afflictions could overcome Him, neither 
can they overcome us. He is able to help and pity us (Hebrews 4:15). Consider it an honour to 
be made like Christ in His sufferings. Be like Christ in His graces as you are like Him in His trials 
and you will be like Him in glory. 

CONCLUSION 

Perhaps we can see that not being of the world goes deeper than avoiding certain practices, 
it reaches into our attitudes, goals, thoughts and words. How far are we influenced by the 
world in these things and how far are we in conformity with Christ? 

 - adapted from The Westminster Assembly, www.reformationscotland.org 

 

NEWS / ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dear fellow worshippers and friends, 

The government has announced that London has entered the Tier 4 category for Covid-19 restrictions. 

Whilst places of worship are able to stay open, the Church Committee has decided to close the Church 

to safeguard the wellbeing of the congregation. 

Both Morning and Afternoon Worship Service will be conducted online. 

If you require the link to our online zoom services, or have any questions or require further clarity, 

please call the church manse, or email us at admin 'at' newlifebpc.org.uk. 

Tithes & Offerings – these can be by cheque made payable to: New Life Bible-Presbyterian Church. 

For direct bank transfer to the church account, please contact the treasurer, Mr Tom Tan. 

 


