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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service — 11am Afternoon Service — 3pm
Call to Worship Psalm 66:1-4 1 Peter 3:15
Opening Prayer Pr Mok Chee Cheong John Poh

RHC 5 — “Command Thy Blessing

Opening Hymn From Above” o

Responsive Reading  Psalm 107 ---

Scriptural Text Acts 6:7 Zechariah 1:8-21

Pastoral Prayer Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong
Sermon Message The Principle for Church Growth  Two Encouraging Visions
Closing Hymn leII;I; %61 — “Blest be the tie that .

Benediction Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 58

Q: Which is required in the Fourth Commandment?
A: The Fourth Commandment requireth the keeping holy to God such set times as he hath
appointed in his Word; expressly one whole day in seven, to be a holy Sabbath to himsely.

Comments:

The Sabbath is an emblem of heaven, and a pattern and example for all days. Every day should
be holy unto the Lord. Inasmuch, however, as in this world we must engage in worldly business,
the Sabbath was instituted to prevent our thoughts from dwelling too much on worldly matters. It
1s intended for man’s good, and it is our own loss if we disregard it.

Scriptural Reference:
Leviticus 19:30

MEMORY VERSE
Last Week This Week Next Week
“Repent ye therefore, and be “Neither is there salvation in “Him hath God exalted
converted, that your sins may be | any other: for there is none with his right hand to be a
blotted out, when the times of other name under heaven Prince and a Saviour, for to
refreshing shall come from the | given among men, whereby we | give repentance to Israel,
presence of the Lord.” must be saved.” and forgiveness of sins.”
Acts 3:19 Acts 4:12 Acts 5:31




THE GREAT GOD ENTERTAINMENT

A German philosopher many years ago said something to the effect that the more a man
has in his own heart the less he will require from the outside; excessive need for support
from without is proof of the bankruptcy of the inner man.

If this is true (and | believe it is), then the present inordinate attachment to every form of
entertainment is evidence that the inner life of modern man is in serious decline. The
average man has no central core of moral assurance, no spring within his own breast,
no inner strength to place him above the need for repeated psychological shots to give
him the courage to go on living. He has become a parasite on the world, drawing his life
from his environment, unable to live a day apart from the stimulation which society affords
him.

Schleiermacher held that the feeding of dependence lies at the root of all religious
worship, and that however high the spiritual life might rise it must always begin with a
deep sense of a great need which only God could satisfy. If this sense of need and a
feeling of dependence are at the root of natural religion, it is not hard to see why the great
god Entertainment is so ardently worshipped by so many. For there are millions who
cannot live without amusement; life without some form of entertainment for them is simply
intolerable; they look forward to the blessed relief afforded by professional entertainers
and other forms of psychological narcotics as a dope addict looks to his daily shot of
heroin. Without them they could not summon courage to face existence.

No one with common human feeling will object to the simple pleasures of life, nor to such
harmless forms of entertainment as may help to relax the nerves and refresh the mind
exhausted by toil. Such things if used with discretion may be a blessing along the way.
That is one thing. The all-out devotion to entertainment as a major activity for which and
by which men live is definitely something else again.

The abuse of a harmless thing is the essence of sin. The growth of the amusement phase
of human life to such fantastic proportions is a portent, a threat to the souls of modern
men. It has been built into a multimillion-dollar racket with greater power over human
minds and human character than any other educational influence on earth. And the
ominous thing is that its power is almost exclusively evil, rotting the inner life, crowding
out the long eternal thoughts which would fill the souls of men if they were but worthy to
entertain them. And the whole thing has grown into a veritable religion which holds its
devotees with a strange fascination, and a religion, incidentally, against which it is now
dangerous to speak.

For centuries, the Church stood solidly against every form of worldly entertainment,
recognising it for what it was — a device for wasting time, a refuge from the disturbing
voice of conscience, a scheme to divert attention from moral accountability. For this she
got herself abused roundly by the sons of this world. But of late she has become tired of
the abuse and has given over the struggle. She appears to have decided that if she
cannot conquer the great god Entertainment she may as well join forces with him and
make what use she can of his powers. So today we have the astonishing spectacle of
millions of dollars being poured into the unholy job of providing earthly entertainment for
the so-called sons of heaven. Religious entertainment is in many places rapidly crowding
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out the serious things of God. Many churches these days have become little more than
poor theatres where fifth-rate “producers” peddle their shoddy wares with the full
approval of evangelical leaders who can even quote a holy text in defence of their
delinquency. And hardly a man dares raises his voice against it.

The great god Entertainment amuses his devotees mainly by telling them stories. The
love of stories, which is a characteristic of childhood, has taken fast hold of the minds of
the retarded saints of our day, so much so that not a few persons manage to make a
comfortable living by spinning yarns and serving them up in various disguises to church
people. What is natural and beautiful in a child may be shocking when it persists into
adulthood, and more so when it appears in the sanctuary and seeks to pass for true
religion.

Is it not a strange thing and a wonder that, with the shadow of atomic destruction hanging
over the world and with the coming of Christ drawing near, the professed followers of the
Lord should be giving themselves up to religious amusements? That in an hour when
mature saints are so desperately needed vast numbers of believers should revert to
spiritual childhood and clamour for religious toys?

“Remember, O Lord, what is come upon us: consider, and behold our reproach. ...The
crown is fallen from our head: woe unto us, that we have sinned! For this our heart is
faint; for these things our eyes are dim.” Amen. Amen.

—- adapted from A.W. Tozer, The Root of the Righteous (edition 1980)

NEWS / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dear Worshippers, as the Church Premises reopens for Morning Worship Service please note that
there will be strict social distancing measures put in place. Face coverings must be worn in the church
at all times out of consideration for all worshippers.

For the time being, the 3:00pm Afternoon Worship Service will still be conducted online.

If you require the link to our online zoom services, or have any questions or require further clarity,
please call the church manse, or email us at admin 'at' newlifebpc.org.uk.

Tithes & Offerings — There will be an offering box at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary for you to
place your offerings in.

Worship Service Collections: Addendum 14/03/21 - £4720
Church Maintenance Fund: 14/03/21 - £300

Church Maintenance Fund Total: £6,760.50




CHURCH NOTICE

Dear fellow worshippers and friends,

We are pleased to inform the worshippers and visitors of New Life Bible Presbyterian Church that the
church will resume holding worship services in the Church premise on Sunday mornings.

The church activities will take place as follows:

e Sunday Morning Worship Service, 11am — Church Premises & Online
e Sunday Afternoon Worship Service, 3pm — Online only

Provided that there is no worsening of the pandemic in London, we hope to start holding the Afternoon
Worship Service and Fortnightly Bible Study within the church premises in the coming months.

Changes introduced to the Worship Services held at the church premises

In compliance with the current Government guidelines, the following changes have been introduced:

e Worship services will be limited to 60 minutes duration.

e No singing and offering collection during the worship service. Offerings can be made at the
offering box when entering or exiting the church.

e All Bibles and hymn books will be kept and unavailable for use. Please bring your own Bible and
remember to take it away with you after worship service.

e Adopt a 2-metre social distancing seating arrangement (household members may sit with each
other).

e Face coverings to be worn in the church at all times out of consideration for all worshippers.
For young children under the age of 11, the use of face covering is optional. Please ensure you
bring your own face covering.

¢ No socialising with anyone outside of your household or support bubble within the Church

premises.

No socialising outside the Church premises.

No food and drinks will be made available (Fellowship Lunch has been temporarily suspended).

No access to non-essential areas of the church — this includes the Fellowship Hall and kitchen.

New movement arrangements to be adopted (please follow directions).

Temperature measurements will be taken for every worshipper and visitor.

Worshippers and visitors are required to complete the contact details slip for the NHS Test &

Trace service. These details will be kept securely in church for 21 days and then destroyed.

They will only be submitted to Test & Trace if a Covid-19 case occurs.

e Alternatively, please download the NHS COVID-19 Mobile App and scan one of the QR codes
in the Church entrance to check-in.

To join our online services or to obtain further updates, please visit the church website
(www.newlifebpc.org.uk) or call the church manse (020 73280869).

With the Lord’s blessing,

John Poh & Jonathan Kim
Task Force Members




RHC5 - Command Thy Blessing From
Above

Command Thy blessing from above,
O God! on all assembled here;
Behold us with a father's love,
While we look up with filial fear.

Command Thy blessing, Jesus, Lord!
May we Thy true disciples be;

Speak to each heart the mighty word,
Say to the weakest, Follow Me.

Command Thy blessing in this hour,
Spirit of truth! and fill the place

With humbling and exalting pow'r,
With quick'ning and confirming grace.

With Thee and Thine forever found,
May all the souls who here unite,
With harps and songs Thy throne
surround,

Rest in Thy love and reign in light.

James Montgomery

RHC261 - Blest Be the Tie That Binds

Blest be the tie that binds

Our hearts in Christian love!
The fellowship of kindred minds,
Is like to that above.

Before our Father's throne

We pour our ardent prayers;

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
Our comforts and our cares.

We share our mutual woes;
Our mutual burdens bear;
And often for each other flows
The sympathizing tear.

When we asunder part,

It gives us inward pain;

But we shall still be joined in heart,
And hope to meet again.

John Fawcett



