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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service — 11am Afternoon Service — 3pm
Call to Worship Psalm 98:1-4 Psalm 33:18-22
Opening Prayer Pr Mok Chee Cheong Jonathan Kim
Opening Hymn I Sing the Mighty Power of God ---

Responsive Reading Psalm 102 ---

Psalm 102, 2" version, verse 16-22

Second Hymn (to the tune of Duke Street)

Scriptural Text Ruth 1:1-5 Acts 1:1-11

Pastoral Prayer Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong
Sermon Message Providence veiled: Calamity Befall A New Beginning of Power
Closing Hymn God Moves in a Mysterious Way ---

Benediction Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 53

Q: Which is the Third Commandment?
A: The Third Commandment is, THOU SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE LORD THY
GOD IN VAIN: for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

Comments:

This commandment tells how to treat the Name of God, and by his Name is meant everything by
which he i1s named to us, or specially made known. To take God’s name in vain is to use it for a
vain or frivolous purpose; and we break this command by profane swearing, or by irreverently
using God’s name. We recognise the command when we pray — Hallowed be thy Name.
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JACOB IN THE RIGHT PLACE AT THE
RIGHT TIME

Did you know that God is able to guide us into the right place at the right time to meet
the right person? He did it for Abraham's servant when he was seeking a wife for Isaac.
And, in this story, God did it again for Jacob who was sent by his father to Padanaram to
seek a wife from among his father's people. We marvel at God's guidance to Jacob for
as soon as he arrived in the land of the east, or Syria, he was truly in the right place at
the right time to meet the right person.

Jacob arrived at a well that was used to water several flocks of sheep. Wells are meeting
places where people talk and learn about each other. Jacob introduced himself to some
men at the well and asked if they knew a man called Laban, the son of Nahor. They said
they did. They said that he was doing well and that Laban's daughter, Rachel, was on
her way to the well to water her father's sheep. Aha! This was perfect timing. God makes
no mistakes.

As soon as Rachel came near to the well with her father's sheep, Jacob went over to the
well and removed the stone from its mouth so that he could draw up lots and lots of water
for all the sheep in Rachel's flock. That humble act of service made it easy for Jacob to
introduce himself to Rachel. He greeted her with a friendly courteous kiss and then burst
into loud cries of amazement. He shed tears of heartfelt joy and thanksgiving unto His
God. This was a sacred moment. It was a key event that would open up new chapters in
both their lives. God was truly guiding Jacob to find a wife. God was going before him in
a wonderful way.

That is the kind of thing that Christians can expect in their lives, for it is true that God
works by design. He organises events to lead us on the right path. Just as Abraham's
servant said, "l being in the way the Lord led me." Jacob could say that he was led right
to Rebekah.

Every Christian who is praying for God's guidance can also expect special events and
meetings to take place so that they are in the right place at the right time to meet the right
person. So it is right to pray for God's guidance. It is true as Romans 8:28 states, "All
things work together for good to them that love God...” You can expect that when you
are living for the Lord's glory and not living selfishly that God will work things out for you.

Afterward, Rachel ran to tell her father that she had met a man called who was Rebekah's
son. Now Rebekah was Laban’s sister who had married Issac, so he ran with excitement
to meet Jacob. He greeted him with a hug and a friendly kiss. He brought Jacob to his
home as a welcomed guest, because he was a nephew and, therefore, one of the family.

Jacob stayed with Laban for a whole month. During that month he must have worked
very hard and proved that he was a good worker and worthy of becoming a husband to
Rachel. It's a good thing to work and put your time to good use. You create good
opportunities when you prove yourself as a dependable hard worker. It certainly opened



up doors of opportunity for Jacob for Laban asked Jacob what he should have as wages,
meaning repayment for his work.

Now Laban had two daughters, Leah was the oldest and Rachel was the youngest. Jacob
had his eye on Rachel, Laban's younger daughter, who was very beautiful. He asked to
have Rachel as his wife and her father, Laban, agreed, as long as Jacob would work
seven years for Rachel. That became a deal, and for the love of Rachel, those seven
years seemed as a few days. Jacob so delighted in his future life with Rachel that he was
the happiest man on earth.

Now, this is where the story of Jacob becomes interesting. At the end of the seven years,
he said to Laban, Rachel’s father, give me Rachel to be my wife. Laban said, “yes” and
called all his family and friends to a marriage feast. It was a really happy day for everyone.
But Laban planned to deceive Jacob. Instead of giving him Rachel as his wife, Laban
gave him Leah, his oldest daughter. She may have been covered in a veil so that Jacob
didn’t realise it was the wrong sister he was taking in marriage. So, Jacob had been
deceived.

The next day, when Jacob protested to Laban, Laban made the excuse that it was not
customary to marry off the youngest daughter first. Then Laban offered to give his
youngest daughter, Rachel, to Jacob also to be his wife and they were married one week
later. Perhaps that was the length of the marriage feast. So Jacob married Rachel also,
but he had to work another seven years with Laban. Though he had been deceived Jacob
was willing to do this out of his great love for Rachel.

This deception that cost Jacob another seven years of work with Laban was a harsh
reminder to him of the pain and sorrow he had caused by his deceptions. A lie is a bitter
thing. It is an offence to God, and it hurts people deeply. Lies are to be repented of and
only the truth should be spoken at all times.

So, Jacob had two wives, Leah and Rachel. In total, Jacob had twelve children. Six were
the children of Leah with two more born to her handmaiden, Zilpah. Two children were
born to Rachel, Joseph, and Benjamin, while another two more were born to Rachel’s
handmaiden, Bilhah. Note that Rachel was the wife of Jacob’s first love and you will note
that her sons, Joseph and Benjamin were the sons of his special love. Think of Joseph
with a coat of many colours.

We must see that the bible is faithful in recording people’s sins as well as their strengths.
The Bible always gives a true picture of people and their actions.

Did you know that God is recording your life? What sins would He record about you? If
you want to know your true character, read the Bible. It will faithfully show you the real
person that you are in God’s sight. The Bible is like a mirror to show you your true
character. God will note all your achievements and service to Him, but he will also note
your failures and your sins.

That is why the stain of sin needs to be washed away. Do you know that only the blood
of Jesus can wash away your sins and make you white as snow in God’s sight? This is
the good news of the gospel. Listen to the words of the Lord, “Come now, and let us



reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18.

Even Jacob’s sins of lying and cheating could be washed away because of God’s infinite
mercy to all sinners who seek to be washed in the blood of Jesus. Your sins can be
washed away too. Though you are guilty of terrible sins, you can be made white as snow
in God'’s sight. Think of Martin Luther’s illustration of a dunghill covered over in pure white
snow. That is how God sees believers who believe in His Son, Jesus. They are pardoned
and perfectly suited to enter heaven.

How about your standing before God? Are you black with sin, or are you washed white
as snow? Only blood-washed sinners will enter heaven.

adapted from Ps lan Goligher, Church Bulletin of Cloverdale Free Presbyterian, British
Columbia, Canada

NEWS / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dear fellow worshippers and friends,

The government in England has recently set out a timetable for the easing of lockdown.
We are pleased to inform you that the Church will start conducting the 11:00am Morning
Worship Service from Sunday 14th March 2021.

For the time being, the 3:00pm Afternoon Worship Service will still be conducted online.

Please note that there will be strict social distancing measures put in place. Face coverings must be
worn in the church at all times out of consideration for all worshippers.

If you require the link to our online zoom services, or have any questions or require further clarity,
please call the church manse, or email us at admin 'at' newlifebpc.org.uk.

Tithes & Offerings — these can be by cheque made payable to: New Life Bible-Presbyterian Church.
For direct bank transfer to the church account, please contact the treasurer, Mr Tom Tan.




