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Vol. 24 No. 38 LORD’S DAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 Morning Service – 11am Afternoon Service – 3pm 

Call to Worship Psalm 150 Psalm 86:1-5 

Opening Prayer Pr Mok Chee Cheong Jonathan Kim 

Responsive Reading Psalm 78 --- 

Scriptural Text 1 John 5:4-13 1 John 5:14-21 

Pastoral Prayer Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong 

Sermon Message True Saving Faith Confidence and Compassion in Prayer 

Benediction Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong 

NEWS / ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dear Worshippers, as the Church Premises reopens for Morning Worship Service please note 

that there will be strict social distancing measures put in place. Face coverings must be worn in 

the church at all times out of consideration for all worshippers. 

Tithes & Offerings – There will be an offering box at the entrance to the Church Sanctuary for you to 

place your offerings in. 

Bi-Weekly Bible Study will next be held online on Friday 2nd October, 7pm. Please speak with Pr Mok 

for more information. 

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 29 

Q: How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ? 

A: We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ, by the effectual application of it to us 

by his Holy Spirit. 

Comments: 

Having seen, in the previous questions, how salvation has been brought within our reach, we now come 

to learn the way in which we may become possessed of it. In this answer we are told, that while it is 

Christ who has purchased redemption for us, it is the Holy Spirit who puts us actually in possession of it. 

Scriptural Reference: 

John 16:13, Romans 8:14 

MEMORY VERSE 

Last Week 

“Herein is love, not that we 

loved God, but that he loved us, 

and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins.” 

1 John 4:10 

This Week 

“For whatsoever is born of God 

overcometh the world: and this 

is the victory that overcome, 

even our faith.” 

1 John 5:4 

Next Week 

“These thing have I written unto 

you that believe on the name of 

the Son of God; that ye may 

know that ye have eternal life, 

and that ye may believe on the 

name of the Son of God.” 

1 John 5:13 
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ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 
Introduction 

Scripture commands us, “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know 
ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?” (2 Cor. 13:5). We 
need a practical, experiential, and well-tested knowledge of our spiritual condition. Christ pressed this 
question upon His hearers in His parables (Matt. 7:24–27; 13:1–9,18–23; 25:1–13). The apostle John 
gives us tests by which a Christian can know with assurance that they are saved by Christ, particularly 
obedience and love (1 John 2:3–5; 3:10,14).  

What is assurance? 

Assurance is a joyous, strong certainty of one’s present and future salvation. We must not confuse 
assurance and presumption, which is a delusion based on self-love, self-righteousness, and self-flattery 
(Prov. 16:2). We must also be careful not to confuse faith and assurance. One may have justifying faith 
without assurance. Assurance is an effect of faith or grows out of faith. In Eph. 3:12, the apostle Paul 
declared, “In whom (Christ) we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him.” Faith is 
a direct act of the soul toward Christ, taking Him and clinging to Him. Assurance is a reflective act of 
the soul, perceiving of one’s own faith by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

It is possible for a Christian to have an assurance of his salvation. We see in Scripture that God’s people 
have enjoyed it. David called God his God and thanked Him for forgiving his sins (Ps. 31:14; 32:1). Paul 
showed his assurance, and based it not on a special revelation from God but on grounds that belong to 
all the people of God (Rom. 8:31–39). The Christian may have certainty and assurance because the 
promises of God are yes and amen in Christ (2 Cor. 1:20), and the Spirit of God who renews the heart 
can also bear witness that we are children of God (Rom. 8:16).  

Signs of saving grace 

There are signs of grace by which a man may know whether he is in a state of grace or not. A man who 
lives in the habit of unrepentant sins should be assured that he is presently in a damnable condition, 
and will be so as long as he lives that way (Gal. 5:19–21). God’s sanctifying grace produces a 
supernatural life within us. It is the infused principle of a holy life, a new creation produced by 
regeneration (2 Cor. 5:17; 2 Peter 1:4). The Bible commends seeking assurance when it gives us 
descriptions of the characteristics of true saving grace in distinction from counterfeits (Matt. 5:3–10). 
Scripture commands us to make our calling and election sure (2 Peter 1:10). We have examples of 
godly believers who used their graces as comforting signs of God ’s love to them (2 Kings 20:3; Neh. 
13:14,22; 2 Cor. 1:12; 2 Tim. 4:7–8). Our Saviour lays down the principle that “the tree is known by his 
fruit” (Matt. 12:33). 

Therefore, examine your life for the signs of God’s saving grace with wisdom and caution. Do not 
demand sinless perfection of yourself (1 John 1:8). Also, do not require great spiritual maturity as proof 
of conversion. On the other hand, do not make signs of grace out of qualities that unbelievers can have, 
like receiving baptism and the Lord’s Supper, having right doctrinal beliefs, and exercising great ability 
in Christian service. Test yourself by the true standard, the Word of God (Ps. 119:105). 

Conclusion 

As you look for evidences of saving grace, never forget to keep looking to Christ alone as your peace 
with God and basis of your salvation. Deal honestly with yourself, and fight against self-love and self-
flattery. If your soul is full of darkness and despair, do not be quick to judge yourself but wait until you 
can think more clearly. While you examine yourself, pray to God for His Spirit to enlighten your eyes. If 
you discover that you are not saved, do not delay until you see more signs of grace in yourself, but trust 
Christ immediately to save you without any worthiness on your part. If the Spirit of God does show you 
evidences that you are saved, do not resist Him in unbelief, but submit to Him and glorify Him as the 
Spirit of adoption (Rom. 8:15).        - PM (adapted) 


