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LORD’S DAY 27 AUGUST 2017
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service – 11am
Evening Service – 4pm
The Lord Is in His Holy Temple
Ephesians 1:3-6
Psalm 67:3-4
RHC 5 – “Command Thy Blessing
RHC 75 – “Come, Christians,
From Above”
Join to Sing”
Jonathan Kim
Jonathan Kim
Glory Be to the Father
--Psalm 78
--Psalm 78
verses 2-7
--(to the tune of No Other Plea, RHC 301)

Jonathan Kim

Jonathan Kim

RHC 474 – “We Would See Jesus”

---

1 Corinthians 7:17-40
Dr Carl Martin
Marriage and Remarriage
Insert – “O Thou Who Gavest Power
to Love”

Jeremiah 29:24-32
Dr Carl Martin
Handling Heavy Attacks
RHC 327 – “All Things Work
Out for Good”

Dr Carl Martin

Dr Carl Martin

The Lord Bless You

---

* Congregation Stands
THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE
The Lord is in His holy temple,
The Lord is in His holy temple:
Let all the earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep silence before Him Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.
THE LORD BLESS YOU
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and give you peace;
The Lord make His face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

"Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life." - Proverbs 4:23
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THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF THE WORLD AND WEALTH
Adapted from Maranatha Messenger, Sunday 13th August 2017

Introduction
We live in a decadent temporal world today and we are bombarded with different philosophies
and we need to have the correct worldview as a Christian. Firstly, the world is not an eternal
habitat for a believer for his citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20). The Christian and the
philosophy of this world are incompatible because of the fallen nature of man. Some are
concerned for the pollution of the environment, but are we equally concerned for the moral and
spiritual fallout over the fall of man and the desperate need for God as our Saviour.
Secondly, Christians are not to love the world because of what the world stands for. Love
for the world is irreconcilable with love for the Father for friendship with the world is enmity with
God (James 4:4). The Apostle John says, "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the
world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world,
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world." (1 John 2:15-16).
Beware of these temptations that appeals to man's fallen nature. It refers to the basic depraved
nature of fallen man that makes him or her vulnerable to the attacks of the evil one.
Thirdly, the seductions of the world entices us to fall into sin. The eyes are the gateway into
the mind. Attractive financial instruments can appeal and entice us with impressive prospective
returns. This stirs up the covetousness of the heart and the lust of the eyes which can manifest
itself in financial pursuits of inordinate proportions that are contrary to God's Word. The lust of the
eyes pressures us to desire and think as the world thinks. It is to see things in the light of the
world rather than with the eyes of God. The Psalmist prayed, "Turn away mine eyes from
beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way" (Psalm 119:37). Our eyes can get us into
trouble. When we are greedy and crave for more of the worldly things than what God has allowed
for us, we can be ensnared into many troubles. The pride of life includes vainglory and selfindulgence. One who tries to out-do others in spending and increasing our net worth in stocks,
shares, bonds, gold, possessions, like flashy cars and high-end properties may end up taking on
more credit and mortgages than we can afford. The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life do not come from the Father (1 John 2:15-16). These things are of the world and are
totally contrary to the Word of God.
Fourthly, Christians should not love the world because of where the world is headed. John
says in 1 John 2:17, "The world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of
God abideth forever." Some are gullible enough to believe that the present world system is
absolutely reliable and safe including our financial assets and our worldly possessions as the
Bible teaches us not to trust in acceptance ephemeral riches. The only sure thing about the
present world system is that it is not going to be here forever (Isaiah 40:8). Only those who are
saved by grace in the will of God will abide forever with the Lord in heaven. Hence, believers
should not have an affection for this world, we are to lay our hearts above, and must be ready to
break camp literally and be prepared to leave this world if we are called home suddenly (Psalm
90:12).
Sovereignty of God
It has been almost 10 years since the financial upheaval in 2008. Even in this crisis, God is
sovereign in all His mighty power to awaken the people of the world of the unreliable nature of
possessions. He has opened His gracious hand to shower us with many blessings, and the
generally, in good times the economies thrive and so do we.
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But at times God may will it otherwise, and some can be in deep financial difficulty. Those who
are adversely affected by the crisis may then ask : Why has God allowed this to affect me? What
is His purpose this financial upheaval? What good can there be in having our pay cut, failed
investments or being retrenched or jobless, or a decrease in financial net worth?
Could it be that God is using such upheaval to reconsider your priorities and to refine your faith in
Him so that you may come forth as gold (Job 23:10). It may also be His training programme to
prepare you for higher spiritual service. Or perhaps it may be a divine messenger from God, sent
to teach us how to glorify God in our infirmities so that the power of Christ and his mercy and
grace may rest upon us (2 Corinthians 12:9).
In the midst of despair, a ray of hope shone brightly in Jeremiah’s heart – "This I recall to my
mind, therefore have I hope. It is of the LORD’S mercies that we are not consumed, because His
compassions fail not. They are new every morning: Great is Thy faithfulness" (Lamentations
3:21-23). Jeremiah had rightly recognised that ultimately it was God who is sovereign in His way,
even though he was cast into prison for a season. But this did not cause him to doubt God’s
goodness to him. Though it seemed as if he was bearing God’s awful wrath, God was with him to
preserve him and he was faithful to Him to the end.
Peril of Avarice
The Bible says that "For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after,
they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows" (1 Timothy
6:10). An almost lunatic and obsessive crave after wealth can possibly lead to a
compromise our faith or values and cause us to suffer spiritually. Money is assumed by
many to be the power to harness the resources of the world, to get whatever we want. An
avaricious selfish spirit is often the "ruthless and insatiable god of this world" for many. The truth
is that the richer one is, the easier it is to feel he / she does not need God's help, mercy,
guidance, provision and care. For many, it is empowering for a selfish independence from God
but a constant fellowship with and the fear of God, prayer and submission to the will of God are
marks of true spirituality.
Money may bring one temporal pleasures, fun and physical comfort in the short run. The high
value some may place on personal comfort and pleasure for ourselves in the world may
be contrary to the will of God concerning us. Those who crave for a better life in a bigger
house, a bigger car, an expensive country club membership may not be ready to obey God when
He speaks to us. The still small voice of God is snuffed out by the loud jarring voices of
pleasures, the deceitfulness of riches and cares of the world. This has the potential to choke our
lives as the thorns did as pointed out by our Lord in Matthew 13:18-23 in the parable of the sower
and the seed.
We need to prayerfully pay attention to God's Word and will consider Christ and cry to
God with all our hearts. When we feel secure in our resources, we tend not to seek nor cry out
to God, or focus on God's Word or prayer. We should be willing to give up our ambitions and
riches to honour and serve the purposes of God if we really want to be obedient to God (1
Timothy 6:17-20).
Biblically-Based Financial Management
Money is not a necessary evil but the inordinate love of it is. Whether money is a good or bad
influence depends on our approach to it. Some of God's servants in the Old Testament were
blessed of God materially in Job, Abraham, Daniel, Solomon and David but they were not
obsessed with their wealth. Great material wealth may or may not be an integral part of that life
God has for us and we are to be content with what we have. We need contentment and sound
and prudent Christian money management for ultimately, a believer's financial stewardship is to
be accountable to God one day (Romans 14:12).
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Paul said that the love of money has corrupted and twisted the lives of many people and is a root
cause of much evil (1 Timothy 6:10). Those who are obsessed with or who strive to be rich
desperately at all cost have often brought to themselves and others untold agonies and miseries.
A survey was done among those who had won lotteries in the UK and it was found that all of
them were worst off ultimately.
The Bible has more than 2,300 verses on how to handle wealth and possessions. The book of
Proverbs by King Solomon, an inerrant guidebook covering numerous subjects also contains
financial guidance to help us manage money wisely. Study it to get some sound Christian
financial principles it offers.
Remember that money makes a good servant, a poor master and an abominable god. It can
separate us from our families and God if we find ourselves caught up in an inordinate crave or
insatiable desire for more possessions. Beware that wealth can intoxicate and enslave ourselves
and we are rendered powerless under its influence. So Solomon says, "Labour not to be rich:
cease from thine own wisdom" (Proverbs 23:4).
The apostle Paul gave a good reason for us to be content with what we have or do not have, "For
we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food
and raiment let us be therewith content. But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare,
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition" (1 Timothy
6:7-9).
Christian Stewardship of Wealth
Believers must take care not to let the quest for wealth become overly important to us that
it displace God and His will for our lives. King Solomon in Proverbs states that we should
honour God first who owns everything. "Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the
firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst
out with new wine" (Proverbs 3:9-10). It is biblical that we joyfully return a portion of what we
receive to the one who supplies our needs with thanksgiving and be willing to surrender
ourselves our talents and substance to Him. 2 Corinthians 9:7 says, "Every man according as he
purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful
giver." The biblical injunction to keep to the right spiritual priorities is clearly stated by our Lord
Jesus Christ who tells us, "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you" (Matthew 6:33). If we put God and spiritual matters first,
then we can count on Him for the other necessities of life. Philippians 4:13, 19 says, "I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me. But my God shall supply all your need according
to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus."
Acknowledging and surrendering to the One who owns all helps us keep our physical possession
in their proper perspective. We must not allow material possessions to become so important
to us that pursuing them dominates our lives to the detriment of our spiritual development
and adversely affects our stewardship and service for Christ and our covenant family life.
Conclusion
The litmus test of a man's character is how he views and relates to God and the world, builds up
and spends his time and uses His wealth before God in this life which will affect the next. Let us
get our priorities right and put our affections in the heavenly kingdom to come and not on this
ephemeral world that will be destroyed one day by God in His divine judgement.
- Rev Jack Sin
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O THOU WHO GAVEST
POWER TO LOVE
Words by Mandell Creighton, 1900.
To the tune of Winchester New (RHC Hymn 41)

O Thou who gavest power to love
That we might fix our hearts on Thee,
Preparing us for joys above
By that which here on earth we see:
Lord, grant Thy servants who implore
Thy blessing on the hearts they blend,
That from that union evermore
New joys may blossom to the end.
Make what is best in each combine
To purge all earthly dross away,
To strengthen, purify, refine,
To beautify each coming day.
So may they hand in hand advance
Along life’s path from troubles free;
Brave to meet adverse circumstance
Because their love points up to Thee.
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON
Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea after the
evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church.

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
Weds 30th August

7pm

Mid-Week Outreach Bible Study

Sat 2nd September

4pm

Bible Study & Prayer Meeting

Next Lord’s Day

Morning Service

Evening Service

Preacher

Charles Scott-Pearson

Charles Scott-Pearson

WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to all
worshippers this Lord’s Day. We
do hope that you have a blessed
time of worship on this day.

LORD’S DAY DUTIES
TODAY: 27/08/2017

Chairman:
TBA
TBA
Message
Organist:
TBA
TBA
Text
Pianist:
Ushers:
NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday School:
Lunch:
• Pre-lunch Bible Study: This week, Dr Martin will Washing Up:
PA Crew:

continue with the study on “Building Firm Foundations”.
• Study of the Book of Psalms (3pm): Dr Martin will lead
the study using the book “The Flow of the Psalms” by
Palmer Robertson.
• Pulpit Ministry: Pray for Dr Martin as he serves as the
minister and for the continuation of his PhD studies.
• Ladies Fellowship: This will be held after lunch today.
Worship Service Collections – Last Sunday: £635.72; East
Africa College: £20.00, Church Maintenance: £200.00

Jonathan
Anthony
Anthony
Tom / Margaret
Rachael
Tom
Volunteers
Scott / Joel

NEXT WEEK: 03/09/2017
Chairman:
Organist:
Pianist:
Ushers:
Sunday School:
Lunch:
Washing Up:
PA Crew:

John
Anthony
Joel
Daniel / Jonathan
Rachael
Maureen
Volunteers
Scott / Anthony

Church Maintenance Fund
Total: £3,720.50

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 81
Q: What is forbidden in the Tenth Commandment?
A: The Tenth Commandment forbiddeth all discontentment with our own estate, envying or grieving at
the good of our neighbour, and all inordinate motions and affections to any thing that is his.
Comments:
This commandment refers to the desires of our heart. It tells us that we ought not to covet – that is, to cherish an
unlawful desire for anything belonging to another. And it is put here to warn us that the Law of God is
spiritual, and is broken by a wrong thought as well as by a wrong act. It commands us to be content with our
position in life, whatever that may be. And it forbids us to be fretful over our own want of success or envious at
the good success of others. To cherish a spirit of good-will is the best safeguard of this command.
Scriptural Reference:
1 Timothy 6:8, Hebrew 13:5

MEMORY VERSE
Last Week
“But he answered and said, It is
written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
Matthew 4:4

This Week
“Beloved, let us love one
another: for love is of God; and
every one that loveth is born of
God, and knoweth God."
1 John 4:7
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Next Week
“He that loveth not knoweth
not God; for God is love."
1 John 4:8

