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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Morning Service — 11am Evening Service — 4pm
Prelude The Lord Is in His Holy Temple
Call to Worship Psalm 139:17-18 1 Chronicles 29:10b-13
Opening Hymn * RHC 10 — “Still, Still with Thee” RHC 67 — “Praise the Saviour”
Opening Prayer * Jonathan Kim Jonathan Kim
Gloria Patri * Glory Be to the Father ---

Responsive Reading Psalm 60 —

Psalm 60, verses 1-6, 10-12
* y b -
Second Hy mn (to the tune of Bethlehem, RHC 251)

Announcements &
Memory Verse
Tithes & Offerings & RHC 136 — ‘Come, Ye Thankful

Jonathan Kim Jonathan Kim

Doxology * People” verses 1-2
Scriptural Text Romans 2:1-5 Matthew 5:7
Pastoral Prayer Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong
Sermon Message Inexcusable Excuses Blessed are the Merciful
Closing Hymn * RHC %83 — “In Times Like RHC 3?’7 — “More Like the
These Master

Benediction/3-Fold Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong
Amen *
Postlude The Lord Bless You ---
* Congregation Stands

THETth(I; cljsislri\:1|;|-||i§ :;lool;' t\;;ﬁ:\g?LE Glory be to the Fatﬁé_&z:%é: ?LRsl.on and to the Holy

The Lord is in His holy temple:
Let all the earth keep silence,
Let all the earth keep silence before Him -
Keep silence, keep silence before Him. Amen.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.

THE LORD BLESS YOU
The Lord bless you and keep you;

The Lord lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace, and give you peace;
The Lord make His face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you, be gracious,
The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Church Theme 2014 — “Waiting for God” - Isaiah 30:18

-1-




FROM THE PASTOR.S HEART. . .....
HOLINESS

Holiness is one of the central themes in the Bible. In particular, the Book of Leviticus is fully
devoted to giving us lessons about holiness. Though it is an important subject of the Bible
and of the Christian faith, it has not received proper attention from the people of God. | am
going to write about this subject by condensing Joel Beeke’s small booklet, Holiness: God'’s
Call to Sanctification, published by the Banner of Truth Trust in 1994. | will quote from him
freely without quotation marks.

The concept of “holy” is also found in other words like saint, sanctify, and sanctification,
because they come from the same root word. There are many reasons that this word has not
been considered seriously. For some people, it is an archaic word, while for other people it is
a sign word of moralistic legalism demanding a lengthy list of prohibitions and regulations, or
of a haughty superiority which despises others. For others, it is something that is
unattainable perfection, which is not worthy of any discussion.

Holiness in Scripture means to set apart. It is primarily spoken of in relation to God as in
“The Lord our God is holy” (Psalm 99:9). Holiness is God’s very nature. There are three
significant implications in such teaching: (1) God is different from all His creatures. He is
above and beyond all His creation; (2) God is apart from all unclean and evil things. His
holiness is total righteousness and purity (Isaiah 5:16; Habakkuk 1:13) and (3) God is
unapproachable by sinners. It implies that all associated with God must also be holy. The
God of love is the “Holy Father” (John 14:11). Jesus Christ is the “Holy One of God” (Mark
1:24; John 6:69). The Spirit of God is denominated as Holy ninety-one times.

Holiness in the New Testament highlights three themes: (1) ethical dimension of holiness
rather than ritual holiness. Thus, Jesus “committed no sin; nor was any deceit found in his
mouth” (1 Peter 2:2) (cf. Hebrews 7:26); (2) normative character of holiness among
believers: It belongs to all true followers of Christ. A common term for all believers is holy
ones, usually translated “saints” (cf. 1 Corinthians 1:30) and (3) transforming power of the
total person. 1Thessalonians 5:23 says, “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly;
and / pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Holiness in theology is important: (1) Every believer is sanctified by the sacrifice of Christ.
“We are sanctified” (Hebrews 10:10), Christ is our sanctification (1 Corinthians 1:30), and the
living Church is sanctified (Ephesians 5:25-26); (2) Though the believers are sanctified, they
have not arrived at a wholly sanctified condition. They must strive for sanctity and holiness
(Hebrews 12:14; cf. Ephesians 1:4; Philippians 3:12) and (3) Every believer must be
conformed to God’s image - (a) Conformed to the character of God the Father as saying, “Be
ye holy as | am holy”; (b) Conformed to the image of Christ by “set[ting] Christ before you as
the mirror of sanctification, and seek[ing] grace to mirror him in his image. Ask in each
situation encountered: ‘What would Christ think, say, and do?’ And then trust him for
holiness. He will not disappoint you (James 1:2-7)” and (c) Conformed to the mind of the
Spirit as He was sent to conform the believers’ mind to His mind (1 Corinthians 2). The Holy
Spirit convicts people (John 16:8), implants desire for holiness, and provides strength for
holy life (cf. Galatians 5:16). There is always room for unending growth in sanctification
because Christ’s fullness is infinite.




Holiness in history has been misunderstood: (1) by asceticism which pursues holiness by
forsaking the world literally and engages exclusively in prayer vigils, fasting, and self-
mortification, which promotes a total separation between sacred and secular things. It
concerns about too much external sin , while ignoring that the root of sin is in the heart of
man, wherever he is and whatever he does; (2) by mysticism which promotes purgation,
illumination and contemplation to attain to holiness. It puts feeling before the truth and
forgets that the calling of the Christian is to be the salt and light in the world; (3) by
sacramentalism which imparts holiness automatically to all who receive mass from a priest. It
replaces the need for the personal and subjective work of the Holy Spirit in the heart of a
sinner. It puts an external act in place of faith. However, on the contrary, Martin Luther tore
the double standard of holiness between the religious and the secular, and the clergy and
the laity. All believers are called to holiness in equal measure. Hence Luther emphasized on
the priesthood of all believers.

Holiness for today needs to be practiced because: (1) God has called the believers to
holiness (1 Thessalonians 4:7); (2) Holiness gives evidence of their justification and election.
Election is the cause of their salvation while sanctification is the evidence of their salvation.
Election is known last to them, for sanctification is the earmark of Christ’s sheep; (3) Without
holiness, all things are defiled (Titus 1:15); (4) Holiness augments their spiritual health, as
John Flavel observed, “What health is to the heart, that holiness is to the soul”; (5) Holiness
fosters assurance as Matthew 7:16 says, “Ye shall know them by their fruits”; (6) Holiness is
essential for effective service to God (2 Timothy 2:21); (7) Holiness makes them resemble
God, as Watson notes: “We must endeavor to be like God in sanctity. It is a clear glass in
which we can see a face; it is a holy heart in which something of God can be seen”; (8) The
God they love, loves holiness. William Gurnall says: “God would not rub so hard if it were not
to fetch out the dirt that is ingrained in our natures. God loves purity so well he had rather
see a hole than a spot in his child’s garments”; (9) Holiness preserves their integrity and
lastly (10) Holiness fits them for heaven. Hebrews 12:14 says, “Follow peace with all men,
and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.”

Beeke ends his booklet by giving us “Six Short Rules for Christians” written by Brownlow
North, which is very helpful. (1) Never neglect daily private prayers and when you pray,
remember that God is present, and that he hears your prayers (Hebrews 11:6). (2) Never
neglect daily private Bible-reading and, when you read remember that God is speaking to
you and that you are to believe and act upon what He says. | believe all backsliding begins
with the neglect of these two rules (John 5:39). (3) Never let a day pass without trying to do
something for Jesus. Every night reflect on what Jesus has done for you, and then ask
yourself. “What am | doing for Him?” (Matthew 5:13-16) (4) If you are in doubt as to a thing
being right or wrong, go to your room, and kneel down and ask God’s blessing upon it
(Colossians 3:17). If you cannot do this, it is wrong (Romans 14:23). (5) Never take your
Christianity from Christians, or argue that because such and such people do so and so, that
therefore you may (2 Corinthians 10:12). You are to ask yourself, “How would Christ act in
my place?” And strive to follow Christ (John 10:27). (6) Never believe what you feel, if it
contradicts God’s Word. Ask yourself, “Can what | feel be true if God’s Word is true?” And if
both cannot be true, believe God and make your own heart the liar (Romans 3:4; 1 John 10-
11).

Lovingly,
Your Pastor



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON

Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea after the
evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church.

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK WELCOME
Tues 11 Mar  4:00pm  Ladies Mid-Week Bible Study We extend a warm welcome to all
worshippers this Lord’s Day. We like
Fri 14 Mar No Young Adults Fellowship to welcome Ghyslaine, Geryne and
. . Tanesha to our worship services last
Sat 15 Mar 4:00pm  Bible Study & Prayer Meeting Lord’s Day
Next Lord’s Day | Morning Service Evening Service LORD’S DAY DUTIES
Preacher Pr Mok Chee Cheong Pr Mok Chee Cheong TODAY: 09/03/2014
Message ]J)udgdement According to Blessed are the Merciful | Chairman: Jonathan
ceds Organist: Anthony
Text Romans 2:6-11 Matthew 5:7 Pianist: Sarah
NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS Ushers: Tom / Constance
5 - - Sunday School: Hannah / Rachael
® Pre-lunch Bible Study: There will be a short video study on | ;... Maureen
“Purity” by Dr Jim Berg Washing Up: ~ Volunteers
® Pray for those who are sick: Douglas, Barbara, Prema, | PA Crew: Yangfan

Margaret, May Chew, Constance, Deborah, Pastor Ki, Mrs Ki,

Susan, Dr Carl Martin, Dr Scott-Pearson, Nina, Helen, Eld NEXT WEEK: 16/03/2014

Chew's mother, Rev Colin Wong, Elizabeth. Chairman: John
. . Organist: Sarah
® Pray for those seeking employment: Yetta, Patricia Pianist: Anthony
® Pulpit Ministry: Pray for the Church Sponsorship application | yrspers: Daniel / Yetta
and Rev Colin Wong’s visa application. Sunday School: Hannah / Rachael
Worship Service Collections - Last Sunday: £1109.20; Lunch: Maureen
Lunch: £34.50 Washing Up: Volunteers
Attendance - Morning: 23 (A) 6 (C), Evening: 16 (A) 4 (C) | PA Crew: Scott

SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTION 6

Q: How many persons are there in the Godhead?
A: There are three persons in the Godhead — the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these three
are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.

Comments:

The Bible tells us that the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. And yet it tells us
that these three persons form only one God, exist and act together as one, and must be honoured and
worshipped alike. This is a subject on which we know nothing except what is revealed.

Scriptural Reference:
Matthew 28:19, Deuteronomy 6:4

MEMORY VERSE

Last Week

“But they that wait upon the LORD
shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings as eagles; they

This Week Next Week

“Be of good courage, and he | “He that dwelleth in the secret
shall strengthen your heart, place of the most High shall

shall run, and not be weary; and all ye that hope in the abide under the shadow of the
they shall walk, and not faint.” LORD. Almighty.
Psalm 31:24 Psalm 91:1

Isaiah 40:31




