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THE RESULT OF FAITH, or how it speeds
when it comes to Christ

By Rev Charles Spurgeon, A sermon delivered on Sunday Morning, February 17th, 1861
(Part 4 of “Faith: What it is, and what it leads to”)

There is a man there who has just this moment believed; he is not
condemned. But he has been fifty years in sin, and has plunged into all
manner of vice; his sins, which are many, are all forgiven him. He stands in
the sight of God now as innocent as though he had never sinned. Such is
the power of Jesus' blood, that "he that believeth is not condemned." Does
this relate to what is to happen at the day of Judgment? | pray you look at
the text, and you will find it does not say, "He that believeth shall not be
condemned," but he is not; he is not now. And if he is not now, then it
follows that he never shall be; for having believed in Christ that promise still
stands, "He that believeth is not condemned." | believe to-day | am not
condemned; in fifty years' time that promise will be just the same—"He that
believeth is not condemned."

So that the moment a man puts his trust in Christ, he is freed from all
condemnation—past, present, and to come; and from that day he stands in
God's sight as though he were without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing.
"But he sins,” you say. He does indeed, but his sins are not laid to his
charge. They were laid to the charge of Christ of old, and God can never
charge the offence on two—first on Christ, and then on the sinner. "Ay, but
he often falls into sin." That may be possible; though if the Spirit of God be
in him he sinneth not as he was wont to do. He sins by reason of infirmity,
not by reason of his love to sin, for now he hateth it.

But mark, you shall put it in your own way if you will, and | will answer, "Yes,
but though he sin, yet is he no more guilty in the sight of God, for all his guilt
has been taken from him, and put on Christ,—positively, literally, and
actually lifted off from him, and put upon Jesus Christ." Do you see the
Jewish host? There is a scapegoat brought out; the high priest confesses ...
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the sin of the people over the scapegoat's head. The sin is all gone from the
people, and laid upon the scapegoat. Away goes the scapegoat into the
wilderness.

Is there any sin left on the people? If there be, then the scapegoat has not
carried it away. Because it cannot be here and there too. It cannot be
carried away and left behind too. "No," say you, "Scripture says the
scapegoat carried away the sin; there was none left on the people when the
scapegoat had taken away the sin.”

And so, when by faith we put our hand upon the head of Christ, does Christ
take away our sin, or does he not? If he does not, then it is of no use our
believing in him; but if he doth really take away our sin, then our sin cannot
be on him and on us too; if it be on Christ, we are free, clear, accepted,
justified, and this is the true doctrine of justification by faith. As soon as a
man believeth in Christ Jesus, his sins are gone from him, and gone away
for ever. They are blotted out now.

What if a man owe a hundred pounds, yet if he has got a receipt for it, he is
free; it is blotted out; there is an erasure made in the book, and the debt is
gone. Though the man commit sin, yet the debt having been paid before
even the debt was acquired, he is no more a debtor to the law of God.

Doth not Scripture say, that God has cast his people's sins into the depths of
the sea? Now, if they are in the depths of the sea, they cannot be on his
people too. Blessed be his name, in the day when he casts our sins into the
depth of the sea, he views us as pure in his sight, and we stand accepted in
the beloved. Then he says, "As far as the east is from the west, so far hath
he removed our transgressions from us." They cannot be removed and be
here still.

Then if thou believest in Christ, thou art no more in the sight of God a
sinner; thou art accepted as though thou wert perfect, as though thou hadst
kept the law,—for Christ has kept it, and his righteousness is thine. You
have broken it, but your sin is his, and he has been punished for it. Mistake
not yourselves any longer; you are no more what you were; when you
believe, you stand in Christ's stead, even as Christ of old stood in your
stead. The transformation is complete, the exchange is positive and eternal.
They who believe in Jesus are as much accepted of God the Father as even
his Eternal Son is accepted; and they that believe not, let them do what they
will, they shall but go about to work out their own righteousness; but they
abide under the law, and still shall they be under the curse. Now, ye that
believe in Jesus, walk up and down the earth in the glory of this great...
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truth. You are sinners in yourselves, but you are washed in the blood of
Christ.

David says, "Wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow." You have lately
seen the snow come down—how clear! how white! What could be whiter?
Why, the Christian is whiter than that. You say, "He is black." | know he is as
black as anyone—as black as hell—but the blooddrop falls on him, and he is
as white—"whiter than snow."

The next time you see the snow-white crystals falling from heaven, look on
them and say, "Ah! though | must confess within myself that | am unworthy
and unclean, yet, believing in Christ, he hath given me his righteousness so
completely, that | am even whiter than the snow as it descends from the
treasury of God."

Oh! for faith to lay hold on this. Oh! for an overpowering faith that shall get
the victory over doubts and fears, and make us enjoy the liberty wherewith
Christ makes men free. Go home, ye that believe in Christ, and go to your
beds this night, and say, "If | die in my bed | cannot be condemned." Should
you wake the next morning, go into the world and say, "I am not
condemned." When the devil howls at you, tell him, "Ah! you may accuse,
but | am not condemned." And if sometimes your sins rise—say, "Ah, | know
you, but you are all gone for ever; | am not condemned." And when your
turn shall come to die shut your eyes in peace.

"Bold shall you stand in that great day,
For who aught to your charge can lay?"

Fully absolved by grace you shall be found at last and all sin's tremendous
curse and blame shall be taken away, not because of anything you have
done. | pray you do all you can for Christ out of gratitude, but even when
you have done all, do not rest there. Rest still in the substitution and the
sacrifice. Be you what Christ was in his Father's sight, and when conscience
awakens, you can tell it that Christ was for you all that you ought to have
been, that he has suffered all your penalty; and now neither mercy nor
justice can smite you, since justice has clasped hands with mercy in a firm
decree to save that man whose faith is in the cross of Christ.



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON

Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm.

Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for
tea after the evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church.

Worship Services

WELCOME

Morning Today: 22/03/2009 Next Week: 29/03/2009 We extend a warm welcome to all
Chairman: Jonathan Kim Joey Seow worshippers this Lord’s Day.
Preacher: Pr Gervase Charmley Eld George Chew
NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Message: God’s Strange Work Pressure and Struggle
- ¢ Calling of Resident Minister:
Text: . 2 Kings 5 John 12:20-33 Continue to pray for the Lord’s
Or gamst: Anthony Anthony calling for Rev Timothy Ki to
Evening serve as our resident minister. Pray
Chairman: John Poh John Poh for his visa application.
Preacher: Pr Gervase Charmley Eld George Chew o British Summer Time: Please note
Message: The Mother of Us All The Grand Parade that the clock will be going
forward by 1 hour on 29 Mar.
Text: Galatians 4:22-31 Luke 19:28-44 ° Evening Service - Change of
Pianist: Sophia Hubert Time: The next Lord’s Day
Other Duties evening service will commence at
Today: 22/03/2009 Next Week: 29/03/2009 | 3pm instead of the usual 4pm.
Ushers Joshua/Evelyn Jonathan / Sharon o No Prayer Meeting_' There will be
Sunday Sch: Hannah No Sunday School no Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Lunch: Maureen Constance next Saturday, 28 Mar.
Washing-up: | Volunteers Volunteers e DHW Bible Study: The classes
PA Crew: Nicholas Lee Wei will be commencing soon. Please
Appointments of the Week see Joey for the study notes.
Fri27 Mar  7:00om  YOung Adults Fellowship: * Sovereign  Grace  Advent
op SGAT Meeting — “The Prince of Peace” T gstlmony: ThlS Friday, SGAT
Sat 28 Mar Prayer Meeting & Bible Study: yfv}llu hold their monthly meeting.
No Prayer Meeting The message title for this session
is “The Prince of Peace”.
Last Week’s Worship Service Collections
VAF: £35.67 " i Regisation. forms can be
Offering: £351.00 Lunch:  £36.00 pril. Reg

Unto the End
Adapted from “In Green Pastures” by J.R. Miller, D.D.

The most wonderful thing in the universe is our Saviour's love
for his own. Christ bears with all our infirmities. He never tires
of our inconsistencies and unfaithfulnesses. He goes on for ever
forgiving and forgetting. He follows us when we go astray. He
does not forget us when we forget him. Through all our
stumbling and sinning, through all our provocation and
disobedience, through all our waywardnesses and
stubbornnesses, through all our doubting and unfaithfulness, he
clings to us still, and never lets us go. Having loved his own, he
loves unto the end.

obtained from John. Also, please
inform John if you would like to
help out with the camp.

® Pray for those who are sick:
Douglas (knee pain), Maria (ankle
and joint pain), Constance (left

heel pain), Anthony (recovery
from collarbone fracture),
Margaret (cough)

® Pray for those who are seeking
permanent employment: John

e Pray for on travel: Grace & Chun
Long (S’pore), Joy (Brunei)

New Life B-P Church would like to
wish all mothers a Happy Mother’s
Day.




