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The Ground of the Sinner’s Faith, or on what ground 
he dares to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 

By Rev Charles Spurgeon, A sermon delivered on Sunday Morning, February 17th, 1861 
(Part 3 of “Faith: What it is, and what it leads to”) 

My dear friends, I have already said that no man will believe in Jesus, unless he 
feels his need of him. But you have often heard me say, and I repeat it again, that I 
do not come to Christ pleading that I feel my need of him; my reason for believing in 
Christ, is not that I feel my need of him, but that I have a need of him. The ground on 
which a man comes to Jesus, is not as a sensible sinner, but as a sinner, and 
nothing but a sinner. He will not come unless he is awakened; but when he comes, 
he does not say, "Lord, I come to thee because I am an awakened sinner, save me." 
But he says, "Lord, I am a sinner, save me." Not his awakening, but his sinnership is 
the method and plan upon which he dares to come. 

You will, perhaps, perceive what I mean, for I cannot exactly explain myself just now. 
If I refer to the preaching of a great many Calvinistic divines, they say to a sinner, 
"Now, if you feel your need of Christ, if you have repented so much, if you have 
been harrowed by the law to such-and-such a degree, then you may come to Christ 
on the ground that you are an awakened sinner." I say that is false. No man may 
come to Christ on the ground of his being an awakened sinner; he must come to him 
as a sinner. When I come to Jesus, I know I am not come unless I am awakened, 
but still, I do not come as an awakened sinner. I do not stand at the foot of his cross 
to be washed because I have repented; I bring nothing when I come but sin. A sense 
of need is a good feeling, but when I stand at the foot of the cross, I do not believe in 
Christ because I have got good feelings, but I believe in him whether I have good 
feelings or not. 

"Just as I am without one plea, 

But that thy blood was shed for me, 

And that thou bidst me come to thee, 

O Lamb of God I come." 

Mr. Roger, Mr. Sheppard, Mr. Flavel, and several excellent divines, in the Puritanic 
age, and especially Richard Baxter, used to give descriptions of what a man must… 
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feel before he may dare to come to Christ. Now, I say in the language of good Mr. 
Fenner, another of those divines, who said he was but a babe in grace when 
compared with them—"I dare to say it, that all this is not Scriptural. Sinners do feel 
these things before they come, but… 

they do not come on the ground of having felt it; they come on the ground of being 
sinners, and on no other ground whatever." The gate of Mercy is opened, and over 
the door it is written, "This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." Between that word "save" and the 
next word "sinners," there is no adjective. It does not say, "penitent sinners," 
"awakened sinners," "sensible sinners," "grieving sinners," or "alarmed sinners." No, 
it only says, "sinners," and I know this, that when I come, I come to Christ to-day, for 
I feel it is as much a necessity of my life to come to the cross of Christ to-day as it 
was to come ten years ago,—when I come to him I dare not come as a conscious 
sinner or an awakened sinner, but I have to come still as a sinner with nothing in my 
hands. I saw an aged man this week in the vestry of a chapel in Yorkshire. I had 
been saying something to this effect: the old man had been a Christian for years, 
and he said, "I never saw it put exactly so, but still I know that is just the way I come; 
I say, 'Lord, 

'Nothing in my hands I bring, 

Simply to thy cross I cling; 

Naked, look to thee for dress; 

Helpless, come to thee for grace; 

Black'— 

("Black enough," said the old man) 

'I to the fountain fly, 

Wash me, Saviour, or I die.'" 

Faith is getting right out of yourself and getting into Christ. I know that many 
hundreds of poor souls have been troubled because the minister has said, "if you 
feel your need, you may come to Christ." "But," say they, "I do not feel my need 
enough; I am sure I do not." Many a score letters have I received from poor troubled 
consciences who have said, "I would venture to believe in Christ to save me if I had 
a tender conscience; if I had a soft heart—but oh my heart is like a rock of ice which 
will not melt. I cannot feel as I would like to feel, and therefore I must not believe in 
Jesus." Oh! down with it, down with it! It is a wicked anti-Christ; it is flat Popery! It is 
not your soft heart that entitles you to believe. You are to believe in Christ to renew 
your hard heart, and come to him with nothing about you but sin. 

The ground on which a sinner comes to Christ is that he is black; that he is dead, 
and not that he knows he is dead; that he is lost, and not that he knows he is lost. I 
know he will not come unless he does know it, but that is not the ground on which he 
comes. It is the secret reason why, but it is not the public positive ground which…  
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he understands. Here was I, year after year, afraid to come to Christ because I 
thought I did not feel enough; and I used to read that hymn of Cowper's about being 
insensible as steel— 

"If aught is felt 'tis only pain 

To find I cannot feel." 

When I believed in Christ, I thought I did not feel at all. Now when I look back I find 
that I had been feeling all the while most acutely and intensely, and most of all 
because I thought I did not feel. 

Generally the people who repent the most, think they are impenitent, and people feel 
most their need when they think they do not feel at all, for we are no judges of our 
feelings, and hence the gospel invitation is not put upon the ground of anything of 
which we can be a judge; it is put on the ground of our being sinners and nothing but 
sinners. "Well," says one, "but it says, 'Come unto me all ye that are weary and 
heavy-laden and I will give you rest'—then we must be weary and heavy-laden." Just 
so; so it is in the text, but then there is another. "Whosoever will let him come"; and 
that does not say anything about "weary and heavy-laden." 

Besides, while the invitation is given to the weary and heavy-laden, you will perceive 
that the promise is not made to them as weary and heavy-laden, but it is made to 
them as coming to Christ. They did not know that they were weary and heavy-laden 
when they came; they thought they were not. They really were, but part of their 
weariness was that they could not be as weary as they would like to be, and part of 
their load was that they did not feel their load enough. They came to Christ just as 
they were, and he saved them, not because there was any merit in their weariness, 
or any efficacy in their being heavy-laden, but he saved them as sinners and nothing 
but sinners, and so they were washed in his blood and made clean. My dear hearer, 
do let me put this truth home to thee. If thou wilt come to Christ this morning, as 
nothing but a sinner, he will not cast thee out. 

Old Tobias Crisp says in one of his sermons upon this very point, "I dare to say it, 
but if thou dost come to Christ, whosoever thou mayest be, if he does not receive 
thee, then he is not true to his word, for he says, 'Him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out.'" If thou comest, never mind qualification or preparation. He needeth 
no qualification of duties or of feelings either. Thou art to come just as thou art, and if 
thou art the biggest sinner out of hell, thou art as fit to come to Christ as if thou wert 
the most moral and most excellent of men. There is a bath: who is fit to be washed? 
A man's blackness is no reason why he should not be washed, but the clearer 
reason why he should be. When our City magistrates were giving relief to the poor, 
nobody said, "I am so poor, therefore I am not fit to have relief." Your poverty is your 
preparation, the black is the white here. Strange contradiction! The only thing you 
can bring to Christ is your sin and your wickedness. All he asks is, that you will come 
empty. If you have anything of your own, you must leave all before you come. If 
there be anything good in you, you cannot trust Christ, you must come with nothing 
in your hand. Take him as all in all, and that is the only ground upon which a poor 
soul can be saved—as a sinner, and nothing but a sinner. 
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WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON 
 

Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm. 

Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship 

and for tea after the evening service.  Do invite your friends to come to Church. 
Worship Services WELCOME 

Morning Today: 22/02/2009 Next Week: 01/03/2009 We extend a warm welcome to all 

worshippers this Lord’s Day. We 

like to welcome Helen Bourne and 

her son, David, Peter William, 

Joseph and Vaidehi to our worship 

services last Lord’s Day. 

NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Congratulations: Baptism = 

Fung Wong, Tranfer of 

Membership = Joshua & Hannah 

Flinn and Sharon Poh  

• Calling of Resident Minister: 
Pray for Rev and Mrs Ki as they 

plan to serve in New Life 

London.  

• Church Easter Camp – 10 to 13 
April: More details will be made 

available later. If you would like 

to assist with the church camp, 

please see John. 

• Sovereign Grace Advent 
Testimony: This Friday, SGAT 

will hold their monthly meeting. 

The theme for this year is 

“Names and Titles of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” The message title 

for this session is “The Redeemer 

of Zion”. 

• Pray for those who are sick: 
Douglas (knee pain), Maria 

(ankle and joint pain), Constance 

(left heel pain), Anthony 

(recovery from collarbone 

fracture) 

• Pray for Journey Mercies: 
Douglas (Ghana), Margaret’s 

sister and nice (US – this week), 

Rev Lim Chee Boon (S’pore – 

25/2), Daniel (Holland – 28/2) 

• Addendum: Last week’s 

collection are as follows – 

Offering = £330.04, YAF = 

£39.91 and Lunch = £48.07. 

Chairman: Joey Seow Jonathan Kim 

Preacher: Rev Lim Chee Boon Gervase Charmley 

Message: The Man Job 
Jesus of Nazareth 

Passeth by 

Text: Job 1:1–22 Luke 18.35–43 

Organist: Joy Grace 

Evening   

Chairman: John Poh Joshua Flinn 

Preacher: Rev Lim Chee Boon Gervase Charmley 

Message: Facings Trials in Life David's Comfort 

Text: Lamentations 3:1–21 1 Samuel 30:6 

Pianist: Sophia Joy 

Other Duties 

 Today: 22/02/2009 Next Week: 01/03/2009 

Ushers  Jonathan / Sharon Daniel / Evelyn 

Sunday Sch: Hannah Hannah 

Lunch: Maureen Constance 

Washing-up: Volunteers Volunteers 

PA Crew: Anthony Nicholas 

Appointments of the Week 

Fri 27 Feb 7:00pm 
Young Adults Fellowship: 

Combined Meeting with SGAT 

Sat 28 Feb 4.00pm 
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study: 
Led by Jonathan Kim 

Last Week’s Worship Service Collections 

Offering: £541.90 
YAF: 

Lunch: 

£10.10 

£40.98 

Making Sweet Memories 
Adapted from “In Green Pastures” by J.R. Miller, D.D. 

We are all making memories in our to-days for our to-morrows. The back-

log in the old- fashioned fireplace sings as it burns, and one with poetic 

fancy says that the music is the bird-songs of past years — that when the 

tree was growing in the forest the birds sang in its branches, and the music 

sank into the tree and was held there, until now in the winter fire it is set 

free. This is only a beautiful fancy, but there is an analogy in life which is 

actual. Along the days of childhood and youth the bird-notes of gladness 

sing about us. They sink away into the heart and hide there. In the busy 

days of toil and care which follow they ofttimes seem to be lost and 

forgotten. Then, in still later days, the fires of trial come and kindle about 

the life, and in the flames the long-imprisoned music is set free and flows 

out. Many an old age is brightened and sweetened by the memories of early 

years. They are wise who in their happy youth-time fill their hearts with 

pure, pleasant things; they are laying up blessings for old age. 

 


