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THE LOVE OF GOD IN JOHN 3:16

No other passage of scripture has been used so often by missionaries and
evangelists in every age as John 3:16. No other proclamation has thrilled the hearts
of millions of people like it. No other words have brought such multitudes to the feet
of Christ as its simple and yet overpowering message. Spurgeon said about his own
preaching, "My heart’s desire has been to sound forth, as with a trumpet, the good
news that, ‘God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”"

What is it that makes this verse so well-loved and well-used by God’s people in all
ages? Perhaps its attraction lies in two contrasting truths in it that enable us to see
how great God’s love is. We shall consider each of them.

The Miserable Wages of Sin

This makes the love of God appear bright and prominent by providing the darkest
possible backdrop for it: the intense blackness of eternal death ("Whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish."). If God had not given His Son, the world would
have remained in a most hopeless, perishing state. The souls of sinners were not
doomed to be merely annihilated into non-existence, but to be tormented endlessly
in the fires of hell!

But how did this perishing of the world come about? The next 3 verses mention at
least 3 causes. Firstly, there is God’s just condemnation of all who have sinned
(v.17 — "For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world.") God should
rightfully have sent His Son into the world to condemn the world as that was exactly
what the world deserves. But instead of doing this God gave His Son to be
condemned on the cross to take away the sins of the world! This unexpected
reversal of roles should make us amazed at the infinite depth of God’s love for us.

Another cause for man’s perishing state was the hardness of the sinner’s heart. If
God had not loved and saved us, our hearts would have remained desperately
wicked and unreasonably cold toward Him (v.18 — "he that believeth not is
condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God.") Such unwillingness to believe in the name of the only begotten Son of
God indicates how intractably wicked the human heart is. All other sins are...
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committed against the Law of God. But the sin of unbelief is committed against the
Love of God. It is astonishing that sinners should spurn God’s supreme act of love
and mercy as revealed in the cross where Jesus

died. How desperately wicked are the hearts of all men! How can God love such a
hard-hearted race?

One more cause for man’s perishing state is found in v.19 which forms an antithesis
to v.16 — "and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil."
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son to die for sinners. But
man so loved the darkness that he hates the Light which exposes his own sins.
God'’s love for the world is merciful compassion. But man’s love for darkness is an
abnormal obsession. How strange it is that sinners should love to wallow in their
own sins and not want anything to diminish their perverse enjoyment of it! How can
it be that God should love a world that is like this?

Thus the word "perish" in John 3:16 speaks of the intense blackness of the
miserable state of unsaved sinners. But perhaps some may think, "All this may be
frue of many people, but it is not true of me. | am really not that bad. | do not
deserve the condemnation. My heart is not as hard as you say and | do not really
love darkness and sin." Dear Reader, it does not matter whether you have sinned
more or less than others, or whether your sins are more evil or less evil than others.
Sin pays every sinner the same wages — eternal death! (Romans 6:23) Thankfully,
John 3:16 reveals more than just the wages of sin...

The Marvellous Gift of God

The unique feature about this gift is that there are actually two gifts in one! The first
is the only begotten Son as John 3:16 plainly says. The second gift, which comes
within the first gift, is eternal life (1 John 5:11-12). We shall look at the second gift
first.

Eternal Life

Eternal life is not merely an eternal existence of the soul after death. What is meant
by the term is not merely quantity of life but quality of life — a life that is lived with
Christ, walking with Him and enjoying fellowship with Him. And this begins not at
death but at the moment of salvation. The first part is naturally spent here on earth,
where we walk with Christ by faith. The second part of eternal life is spent in
heaven, where we will walk with Him by sight.

The point to be emphasised is that eternal life is inseparably tied to Jesus Christ.
You cannot possibly experience it without having Jesus, whether on earth or in
heaven. And He is not merely a channel or stepping stone to get to eternal life and
heaven. He is eternal life itself, and He is heaven itself! This is the reason why no
one can rightly say that there are other ways to heaven. No non-Christian religion
can ever lead a person to heaven and eternal life. There is only one possible
outcome for all who do not receive Jesus Christ as their only Lord and Saviour: the
Bible says they will perish in the eternal fires of hell.
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Dear Reader, the only way for you to have eternal life is to have Christ as these two
are inseparably tied together. This is the plain teaching of John 3:16 — "whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life." However, having Christ
in your life is even better than being saved from eternal death and hell fire. He is
really the greater qift than the gift of eternal life...

The Only Begotten Son

No one can receive any Qift that is greater than Jesus Christ. He is the only begotten
Son who was most precious to God Himself. God had lovingly declared Him to be
His beloved Son in whom He is well pleased (Matthew 3:17). The Son had always
been glorified with the Father long before the foundation of the world (John 17:5),
and nothing could ever separate them. And yet, out of His great love for the world,
the Father gave Him up to die for sinners. How can it be?

Look now at the cross where Christ was crucified, and listen carefully to the
mournful cry of the only begotten Son, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me?" (Matthew 27:46) We cannot even begin to fathom how deeply grieved the Son
was to be forsaken by the Father. And we cannot even begin to fathom how deeply
pained the Father’s heart was when He forsook His beloved Son! And yet God loved
the world so much that He was willing to part with His own dear Son and let Him
suffer and die alone on the cross. He would rather let Him bear the awful penalty for
sins than to see sinners perish in those sins. How can it be?

Dear Reader, now that you have seen how immeasurably great God’s Love is
according to John 3:16, you must come to Jesus! He is the only one who can save
you from your sins. John 3:16 says, "Whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.” What does it mean to believe in Jesus?

Firstly it means accepting everything that the Bible says about Him and about
yourself as true — that Jesus is the Son of God who came down from heaven to be
made a sacrifice for sin, and that you are a sinner who deserves nothing but
judgment from God.

Secondly, you must put your trust entirely in Jesus alone to save you, and throw
away whatever confidence you may have in your own good works or in any other
thing to save you.

And thirdly, surrender your life to Him once and for all with no thought of turning
back. He must be made the Lord and master of everything in your life.

"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord." (Romans 6:23)

Rev Charles Seet
Life B-P Church, S’pore
(adapted from Life B-P Church’s bulletin dated 30 Sept 2007)



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON
CHURCH THEME: WALK IN THE NEWNESS OF LIFE (Romans 6:4)

Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea
after the evening service. Do invite your friends to come to Church.

Worship Services

WELCOME

Morning Today: 07/10/2007 Next Week: 14/10/2007 We extend a warm welcome to all
Chairman: Pr Mok Chee Cheong John Poh worshippers this Lord’s Day. We
Preacher: Dr Stephen Scott-Pearson | Pr Mok Chee Cheong . .
— = specially welcome Sophia Huang,
Message: Justification By Faith %EZ g;zlsge Provision: Josiah Tan, Lauren Lee and
Toxt- Luke 233346 Kathlgen Sy.dney to the’ morning
Organist- Anthony Yanning worship service last Lord’s Day.
Evening NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chairman: John Poh Jonathan Kim
Preacher: Dr Stephen Scott-Pearson | Pr Mok Chee Cheong *We especially welcome ' Dr
Message: A Holy God To Be Reformgtion and St.ep'hen'Scott—Pealz son who will bp
Worshipped Restoration ministering God’s Word th%s
Toxt- Romans 1-16.17 Lord’s Day. Dr Scott—Pearson. is
i S the General Secretary and Editor
Pianist: Grace Joy of Protestant Alliance.
Other Duties
Today: 07/10/2007 Next Week: 14/10/2007 ° Memory Verse for 3rd Quarter;
Ushers Daniel/Evelyn Wah Soon/Esmeralda Please note that the deadline for
Sunday Sch: | Joyce Yanning the review is Nov 2007.
Lunch: Volunteers Constance . )
Washing-up: | Volunteers Volunteers * Family Worship: Those who
Bible Study: | BBK BBK }VIVOUId fhk‘; “_’1 open up thilr
. omes for family worship for the
Appointments of the Week. months of  October  and
Fri120ct  7:30 pm Young Adults Fellowship: November, please inform Pr
YAF Meeting Mok.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study:
Satl3Oct — 400pm o by Chin Kiong e Those serving on the Lord’s
Last Week’s Worship Service Collections Day: Please gather behind the
. Lunch: £23.26 pulpit area at 10.30am for prayer.
Offering: £447.82 Book Sales: £5.00

Memory Verse

Previous Week (Sept 07 Wk 5): Psalms 89:15

Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they
shall walk, O LORD, in the light of thy countenance.

This Week (Oct 07 Wk 1): Galatians 3:11

But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of
God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.

e Parking Restrictions: Please take
note of the parking restrictions
implemented by Brent Council
for the upcoming weeks: Zone
“KQ” 13 Sep to 13 Oct (inclusive
of Saturdays and Sundays) and
Zone “KB” 27 Sep to 10 Oct
(inclusive of Saturdays and
Sundays). For those who are
driving, please ensure that you
are not parking within the
restricted area.




