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Dear Readers,

FORGIVENESS (Ephesians 4:25-32)

Forgiveness is a great theme in the Bible. It follows God’s attribute of mercy towards the
sinner. God is offended by man’s disobedience and rebellion. God is rightly angry and can
justly mete out punishment. Instead He calls for sinners everywhere to repent. He
promises forgiveness to the penitent sinner. David writes a Psalm on this very topic. Ps
103:2, 3 “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine
iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases.”

We have a forgiving God. But forgiveness is contingent on repentance. 1 Jn 1:9 “If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” (Memory verse). When Adam and Eve sinned through disobedience
they did not confess their sin in repentance. Instead they resort to blaming someone else.
Adam said, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and |
did eat.” He was in effect blaming God.

Companion to forgiving is forgetting. When God forgives, He also promises to forget.
Isa 43:25 “I, even |, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will
not remember thy sins.” Forgetting is an assurance that God has forgiven. Ps 103:12 “As
far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.” He
assured the woman who was caught in adultery of His forgiveness. Jn 8:11 “Neither do |
condemn thee: go, and sin no more.” The evidence and assurance of forgiveness is seen
therefore in our resolve not to sin that sin any more. 1 Jn 2:1 “If any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”

FORGIVENESS BY CHRIST
A SPEAK THE TRUTH vv25-27

The Church is a place for the truth. Yet the local Church is made up of sinners, though
saved by grace. Thus we need consciously to put away lying. If we regard the brethren as
members of the same body of Christ then our relationship is to be built upon truth. Rom
12:10 “Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one
another.” The basis of truth is for all, neighbour and also the brethren in the same
household of faith. Truth is spoken in love. Eph 4:15.

The Christian needs to know how to handle anger as much as he needs to tell the
truth. We need to seek Christ’'s forgiveness for anger and lying. The devil is a liar. He
tempts us to be angry, after all Jesus was angry at the temple when He overthrew the
money changers there. Jn 2:17 “His disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of
thine house hath eaten me up.” Confess and cease your anger so that you do not allow the

devil to control your thoughts and your emotions.
Continued on Page 2...



B MINISTER GRACE vv28-30

Stealing is a sin. Modern society has
opened many avenues for stealing. Some
large corporations get away with this sin
with honourable excuses. The decalogue
calls this sin coveteousness. The prophet
Malachi charged Israel for the sin of
robbery. Mal 3:8 “Will a man rob God? Yet
ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein
have we robbed thee? In tithes and
offerings.” Our tithe belongs to God. We
must dutifully pay it. Christian giving is a
means of grace.

Our conversation must also minister
grace to our hearers. If we say that we love
Jesus, then our words must commend our
Lord and Master. We glorify God with our
lips. Ps 50:23 “Whoso offereth praise
glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his
conversation aright will | shew the salvation
of God.” The Holy Spirit indwells in the lives
of Christians. The Spirit is grieved when we
sin with our words.

C FORGIVE ONE ANOTHER vv31, 32

Can a born again Christian be malicious?
Malice is shown in one or more of its
products: bitterness, wrath, anger,
quarrelsome and evil speaking. Malice is the
work of the devil. Satan wanted to ascend to
the throne of God. Isa 15:14 “I will ascend
above the heights of the clouds; | will be like
the most High.” Christians fall into this sin
when their minds are filled with pride and a
desire for power and sometimes within the
local Church.

On the contrary, when God has forgiven us
of our sins, for Christ’s sake, our only option
is to inculcate the quality of kindness. 1 Cor
13:4 “Charity suffereth long, and is kind;
chairity envieth not; charity vaunteth not
itself, is not puffed up.” Love is kind. Love
forgives. Our assurance of forgiveness is in
the love of God. 1 Jn 4:18 “There is no fear
in love.”

Rev Patrick Tan

FOOD FOR THOUGHT:

1 Read Ps 103 and pick out the verses
on forgiveness. How is the psalmist
assured of God’s forgiveness?

2 What is the punishment for adultery?
(Jn 8:5). How did Jesus assure the sinful
woman of His forgiveness? (Jn 8:11)

3 How can lying and anger be
overcomed by the Christian? (v25, 26). How
can you put away lying, speak truth and
cease from anger?

4 How can our conversation minister
grace to our hearers? Give some examples
how we may commend Jesus Christ to our
friends.

5 God forgives us for Christ sake. How
can we forgive our brother who has
offended us? (Mt 18:21, 22).
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Read the Bible in A Year
Calender of Daily readings for May 2006:

Day Eamily Private

1 Num 8 Psa 44 Song 6 Heb 6
2 Num 9 Psa 45 Song 7 Heb 7
3 Num 10 Psa 46,47  Song 8 Heb 8
4 Num 11 Psa 48 Isa 1 Heb 9
5 Num 12,13 Psa 49 Isa 2 Heb 10
6 Num 14 Psa 50 Isa 3,4 Heb 11
7 Num 15 Psa 51 Isa 5 Heb 12
8 Num 16 Psa 52-54 Isa 6 Heb 13
9 Num 17,18 Psa 55 Isa 7 Jam 1
10 Num 19 Psa 56,57 Isa 8,9 Jam 2
11 Num 20 Psa 58,59 Isa 9,10 Jam 3
12 Num 21 Psa 60,61 Isa 10 Jam 4
13 Num 22 Psa62,63 Isa11,12 Jam5
14 Num 23 Psa 64,65 Isa 13 1 Pet 1
15 Num 24 Psa 66,67 Isa 14 1 Pet 2
16 Num 25 Psa 68 Isa 15 1 Pet3
17 Num 26 Psa 69 Isa 16 1 Pet4
18 Num 27 Psa70,71 1sa17,18 1Pet5
19 Num 28 Psa 72 Isa 19,20 2 Pet 1
20 Num 29 Psa 73 Isa 21 2 Pet2
21 Num 30 Psa 74 Isa 22 2Pet3
22 Num 31 Psa 75,76 Isa 23 1 John 1
23 Num 32 Psa 77 Isa 24 1 John 2
24 Num 33 Psa 78 Isa 25 1 John 3
25 Num 34 Psa 78 Isa 26 1 John 4
26 Num 35 Psa 79 Isa 27 1 John 5
27 Num 36 Psa 80 Isa 28 2 John
28 Deut 1 Psa 81,82 Isa 29 3 John
29 Deut 2 Psa 83,84 Isa 30 Jude
30 Deut 3 Psa 85 Isa 31 Rev 1
31 Deut 4 Psa 86,87 Isa 32 Rev 2



The Christian’s Daily Remembrancer
by Ps. James Smith
14 May 2006

“They shall be mine, saith the Lord of
Hosts” Malachi 3:17

‘IN THAT DAY WHEN | MAKE UP MY
JEWELS.” In that day, He will gather you as His
own. This is the promise to them who fear the
Lord and think upon His name; who fear to
offend Him because they love Him; who desire
above all things to obey Him, to be conformed
unto Him, and to glorify Him; who think upon His
name, call Him Father, and believe Him to be
gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in
goodness, and truth; who approach him as
children; who walk before Him, desiring to do
everything as under His eye; who are jealous of
His honour, and concerned for His glory; who
speak of His goodness, talk of His power, and
adore the riches of His grace. “They shall be
mine, saith the Lord of hosts.” He will treat them
as His children, prize them as His jewels, and
acknowledge them before assembled angels.
He will put a difference between them and
others, and will manifest Himself unto them as
He does not unto the world. Beloved, are we
entitled to claim this precious promise? Do we
fear God? Are we grieved at sin, because it
dishonours Him? Do we think upon His name
with love and reverence? If so, He will spare us,
preserve us, and place us among His jewels for
ever. We shall be His for eternal years.

Hail, sacred day! that shall declare
The jewels of the Son of God;
Designed to deck His crown they were

Chosen of old, and bought with blood.

Not for ourselves the light of grace
Didst Thou on us bestow;
But for the world’s benighted race,
In darkness here below:
They candlesticks Thy churches are,
They truth and goodness to declare.

In Green Pastures
Devotional Readings for Every Day of the
Year
By J.R. Miller, D.D.

14 May 2006
MORNING

1 KINGS 1:39 “And Zadok the priest took an
horn of oil out of the tabernacle, and
anointed Solomon. And they blew the
trumpet; and all the people said, God save
king Solomon.”

OIL was the symbol of the Holy Spirit. The
meaning of the ceremony was that men
anointed the young king with divine grace,
setting him part as king, gifting him for service.
God anoints every one of us, as we wait at His
feet in consecration, giving us His Holy Spirit to
fit us for His work.

It is related of a Russian prince that he was in
Paris, having for his companions certain rich
young men who passed their time in reveling.
One night they were feasting, and in the midst
of their revels a sealed message was handed to
the Russian prince. He opened it and read it,
and then rising, he said to his companions, ‘I
am emperor now.” He then turned away and left
them, separating himself forever from his past
unworthy life.

When we are called to any duty we should
break with whatever in our past has been
unworthy. The call to holy service should be a
call to noble living.

EVENING
GOD’S STRANGE SCHOOLS

NO books, no universities, can teach us the
divine art of sympathy. We must be sorely
tempted ourselves before we can understand
what others suffer in their temptations. We must
have sorrow ourselves in some form before we
can be real and true comforters of others in their
times of sorrow. We must walk through the
deep valley ourselves before we can be guides
to others in the same shadowy vales. We must
feel the strain and carry the burden and endure
the struggle ourselves, and then we can be
touched with the feeling of sympathy or can give
help to others in life’s sore stress and poignant
need. So we see one compensation of
suffering: it fits us for being in a larger sense
helpers of others.



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON

Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm.
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea after the
evening service. Invite your friends to come to Church.

Worship Services

WELCOME

#5 % i i) Pttt -/ 0, )*),*™*- AM: Rev & Mrs Basil Howlett,
Chairman: | Seetoh Yoong Chiang Jonathan Kim Mary Agyeman, PJ and Susan Teo
Speaker: Mok Chee Cheong Gervase Charmley A
Message: Jesus, The True Light The Liberating Power of NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

the Gospel e 1 % $18  Westminster
Text: John 8:12-30 John 8:31-59 Larger Catechism (WLC)
Organist: Yanning Amanda -0

1 % 24 3 /| | &5/" : 8 #
Chairman: | Alvin Chow John Poh $:5$/ #1< 9
Speaker: Mok Chee Cheong Mok Chee Cheong 24,3 [ && #8& 171$/%1 6
Message: Obedience to God The Moral Law 5 < / $56  #7

ge- WLC Questions 91-92 WLC Questions 93-94 #=& 89
Pianist: Ming Yann Feng Qian Next week:

Other Duties Q93. What is the moral law?
#&. -/ 0 Q94. Is there any use of the moral

Ushers Alvin/Evelyn John/Wah Soon law to man since the fall?
S!J”daY SC[]: Constance' Jo?/ce - Do stay back and find out the
Singspirat’n: | Yoong Chiang/Anthony | Ming Yann/Feng Qian answers from the Word of God
Lunch: Maureen Constance o 18 8§ $/#
Washing-up: | YAF Group 1 YAF Group 2 .

- - This will take place on Jun 25. For

Bible Study: | No Class DHW — Genesis 23 those interested in helping out
Appointments of the Week please see Mok or Jonathan.
. Mid Week Prayer Meeting: Church sanctuary cleaning has
Wed 17May  7:30 pm C’man: Mok been planned for 10 and 17 Jun.
. Young Adults Fellowship:
Fri19May ~ 7.00pm 4 bg Ming Yann P . ##1? ) Gk ﬁ]ﬂ booll/<s djsplag;ed
: : - on the book table are 2 price off.
Sat20 May ~ 4.00 pm grayer,Mee.tlng & Blple Study: 2p
pkr/C’man: Yoong Chiang . 5$8 /% | 6% | #
Last Week’s Worship Service Collections This will commence on 15 to 25
Offering:  £279.65 Lunch: £43.57 . May. Please pray that the
Renovation:  £260.00 YAF: £g87.50  BookSales:  £6.50 installation  work  will  be
The Shorter Catechism performeq properly, without any
complications.
$ " %9 having their examinations in the

Ans: The whole Word of God is of use to direct us in prayer; but
the special rule of direction is that form of prayer which Christ
taught His disciples, commonly call THE LORD’S PRAYER.

Comments: We are here taught that in praying to God we have the

whole Bible as a guide. But specially we have a pattern or example

set us in the prayer which Christ taught His disciples. This is usually
called the Lord’s Prayer — that is, the prayer of the Lord Jesus

Christ.

coming month.

. I1$# #6/ =$ 8 8 ##h
#1 #6#%" ,**- The conference
theme is “Promoting Spiritual Life
and Service” and will take place
from Tues 4™ to Thurs 6™ July.
For those interested, please see
Mok for the application form and
costing details.




