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Dear Readers, 

THE AWESOME PRIVILEGE OF SERVING 
GOD IN CHRIST’S KINGDOM 

"Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby 
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a consuming 
fire." (Hebrews 12:28, 29) 

Someone once described football as, "22 men on the field in desperate need of rest, being 
cheered on or put down by 60,000 fans in the stands desperately in need of exercise." 
Unfortunately, we could describe Christians in much the same way. 90 percent of the work 
in most churches is done by 10 percent of the members. The other 90 percent of church 
members cheer on those hard workers, or put them down, without doing much work 
themselves. Thus 10 percent of Christians deserve some rest, while 90 percent of them 
deserve some exercise! 

God never intended salvation to be a spectator sport. Armchair theologians, couch potato 
Christians and worship observers greatly abuse the precious gift their heavenly Father has 
given them.  

That is what happened to the Hebrew Christians. Many of them started very well. They had 
seen many signs and wonders and were excited with their new lives (Heb 2:4). But as time 
went by, their enthusiasm and confidence waned. As they started to look in the old ways of 
Judaism, and saw that around them and ahead of them there was persecution and 
suffering, many began to weaken and waver. They were just contented to be saved and 
wait to go to heaven. They chose not to rise up to run the race or to win Christ. 

The writer of Hebrews had to encourage them to stand fast in the faith of the New 
Covenant of Christ. They had to be reminded that they have Christ as their Saviour, their 
Author and Finisher of their faith, who is the same yesterday, today and forever. (Heb 13:8; 
Heb 12:2). Therefore, they have to "serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear" 
(Heb 12:28b). 

The Motivation to Serve 

The motivation to serve lies in the very reason that God has chosen us and dwells in our 
hearts. Besides, we will reign with Him on earth after His second advent (Rev 5:10; 20:4, 
6). The King of kings is now our king. This should be our motivation to serve Him and Him 
only. It is a great privilege to serve the King of all kings, the Creator and our Great Saviour. 
The word privilege comes from the Latin word lex privata or law or rule for private persons, 
as opposed to a general law which is for everybody. It benefits a few people and not… 
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everyone else. Hence, not everybody can serve the King that is Christ. Only those who are 
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus are privileged to render good works or service to 
Him alone (Eph 2:10). 

Frances Havergal, a frail but godly hymn writer visited a museum, in Düsseldorf in 
Germany and she saw the painting of a vivid portrayal of Christ, wearing His crown of 
thorns before Pilate and the Jewish mob. Beneath the picture were the words: "This have I 
done for thee: what hast thou done for Me". She was profoundly moved and in due course 
wrote this hymn: 

I gave my life for thee, 
My precious blood I shed. 

That thou might’st ransomed be, 
And quickened from the dead. 
I gave, I gave My life for thee— 
What Hast thou given for Me? 

And I have brought to thee, 
Down from My home above 

Salvation full and free, 

My pardon and my love. 

I bring, I bring rich gifts to thee— 

What hast thou brought to Me? 
He has given His all. We are bought with a great price (1 Cor 6:20; 7:23). Have we given 
our all to our great God, Jesus Christ who saves us from eternal condemnation? 

The Means to Serve 

With this awesome privilege to serve our Redeemer, God has given us this grace. The 
words, let us have grace means let us hold fast to grace. The grace refers to the favour of 
God in Christ which we obtain by the gospel. This grace will sanctify and aid us, giving us 
the perseverance and ability to serve God, without which we can do nothing. Paul 
acknowledged that the strength to serve the Lord is from God Himself: "… and his grace 
which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they 
all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me” (1 Cor 15:9-10). 
Serving the Lord is no easy task. There will be difficulties, discouragements and 
disillusionment. But God’s grace is always sufficient for us and His strength is made 
perfect in weakness (2 Cor 12:9). He does not play hide and seek with us. Whenever we 
are at our wits’ end or in the doldrums of life, He is there for us. God will surely enable us 
to serve Him, for the ministry that we are involved in belongs to Him and not to us. May we 
have this assurance in 1 Timothy 1:12 – "And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath 
enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry." 

The Manner of Serving 

We serve God because of His grace bestowed upon us. Apart from Him and His grace we 
are unable to serve at all, not even to serve Him acceptably. 

The word acceptably means to please, to gratify entirely. Our service to the Lord must be 
done in a spirit of worship and reverence to Him. Reverence here means an innate moral 
repugnance to a dishonourable act done towards God. When we arrange those chairs, … 
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clean up the church, sit in that committee or share the gospel, it is to be considered as a 
privilege that we are given to serve His Majesty, the King of kings, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Since we serve a great King, do we give our best? Do we give as much as when we give 
our best to our bosses? Do we make full use of our talents for the edification of the body of 
Christ? 

In our service, we are never to serve ourselves. If we do, God is not pleased because He 
is not glorified (Col 3:23, 24; Eph 6:6, 7). Moreover, because service tends to be a visible 
activity, the temptation of getting people’s attention to our service is very great. So when 
we serve, it is not for self-gratification but to please God. Paul exhorts us in Philippians 
2:14-15, "Do all things without murmurings and disputings: That ye may be blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, 
among whom ye shine as lights in the world." 

In our service, we have to be spiritually right with God. God demands a heart of obedience 
to Him rather than a mere outward form of sacrifice. "Hath the LORD as great delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams” (1 Sam 15:22). Are we serving 
him with clean hands and pure heart? Are we serving to gain something from someone? 
Are we serving to gain man’s worship and praise? Do we have the tendency to announce 
what we did and seek every opportunity to tell people what we have done? Serving God is 
a great privilege.  

One very important criterion to meet when we serve is to be born again. Some of us may 
be serving the Lord with all eagerness, but have never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We slander God by our very eagerness to work for Him without knowing Him (Oswald 
Chambers). God cannot accept your service if you do not know Him as your Saviour (Matt 
7:23). 

Serving God is therefore an awesome privilege. God has given us this grace to serve Him 
and has taught us how to serve Him, that is, with a regenerated heart and with reverential 
worship. We must neither serve for self-worship nor please ourselves. The service we offer 
to God is not idolatrous, not self-gaining, not self-glorifying and not of our own invention. 
Our God is an awesome God; He will be a consuming fire to those who rob Him of His 
glory. 

Conclusion 

We are most indebted to our awesome God for saving us from everlasting fire and it is our 
great privilege to give our all to our Saviour. So, will our hands be empty when we appear 
before Christ? Will we continue to be spectators or will we arise to be committed to Him in 
serving Him with our whole heart, soul and mind?  

I gave, I gave My life for thee— 
What Hast thou given for Me? 

And I have brought to thee, 
Down from My home above 

Salvation full and free, 
My pardon and my love. 

I bring, I bring rich gifts to thee— 
What hast thou brought to Me?" 

 

Preacher Quek Kheng Khuang 
Life BP Church, Singapore 

 

 



WELCOME TO NEW LIFE B-P CHURCH LONDON 
CHURCH THEME: STRIVING TO LIVE ABOVE OUR SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS 

 IN CHRIST (Ephesians 1:3)  
 

Our worship services begin promptly at 11.00 am and 4.00 pm. 
Please stay back for Bible Study and fellowship lunch after the morning worship and for tea after the 

evening service.  Invite your friends to come to Church. 

Worship Services      WELCOME 
Morning Today: 02/07/2006 Next Week: 09/07/2006 
Chairman: Seetoh Yoong Chiang Alvin Chow 

Speaker: Ken Chan Rev Kenneth Harris 

Message: The God Who Seeks Us Tbd 

Text: Genesis 3:1-15 Tbd 

Organist: Anthony Yanning 

Evening   

Chairman: John Poh Jeff Pun 

Speaker: Eld George Chew Rev Kenneth Harris 

Message: Tbd Tbd 

Text: Tbd Tbd 

Pianist: Anthony Ming Yann 

Other Duties 
 Today Next Week 
Ushers  John/Jonathan Jeff/Jonathan 

Sunday Sch: Joyce Lynn 

Lunch: Maureen Constance 

Washing-up: YAF Group 1 YAF Group 2 

Bible Study: DHW – Genesis 25 DHW – Genesis 25 

Appointments of the Week 

Wed 5 July 7:30 pm 
Mid Week Prayer Meeting: 
C’man: Rev Lim 

Fri 7 July  7.00 pm Young Adults Fellowship: 
Led by Anthony 

Sat 8 July 4.00 pm Prayer Meeting &  Bible Study: 
Spkr/C’man: Rev Lim 

Last Week’s Worship Service Collections 
Offering: 

Renovation: 
£580.83 
£200.00 

10th Anniversary 
Love Gift: S$100.00 

The Shorter Catechism 
Q106. What do we pray for in the Sixth Petition? 
Ans: In the Sixth Petition – (which is, AND LEAD US NOT INTO 
TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL) – we pray, That 
God would either keep us from being tempted to sin, or support 

and deliver us when we are tempted. 

Comments: Temptation means anything that would induce us to 
sin. And in this petition, we ask one of two things from God – 

either that He would take all temptation away from us, or that He 
would enable us to resist and overcome it. 

 

     NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Pray for those who are sick: 
Continue to pray for and 
remember those who are suffering 
physical ailments. Also, pray for 
Rev Lim. He suffered a transient 
ischemic attack (TIA) on 
Thursday. TIA is a form of 
hypertension. 

• Visa Application: Mok will be 
applying for a minister’s visa 
while in Singapore. Please pray 
for a successful application.  

• Prayer Meetings: Please purpose 
in your heart to come every 
Wednesday and Saturday for a 
time of corporate prayer and bible 
study. Prayer is the spiritual power 
house of the church. We need 
more prayer warriors like you. 

• Metropolitan Tabernacle School 
of Theology 2006: The conference 
theme is “Promoting Spiritual Life 
and Service” and will take place 
from Tues 4th to Thurs 6th July. 
For those interested, please see 
Jonathan for the application form 
and costing details.  

• Thank God for the 10th 
Anniversary celebration: We 
thank God for the 10th 
Anniversary celebration last week. 
Also, thanks to those who have 
contributed the food. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
May the Lord find us faithful, 

May His word be our banner held 
high. 

May the Lord find us faithful, 
Everyday though we live though we 

die. 


